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A Bleeding Saviour, 


Held out to a 


BLEEDING SINNER. 


WHEREIN 


He may know whether he hath been called» 
by, and followed after the Leadings of the Spirit. 


Beinga draughrof the Spare hours of a Loyer 
of the Faithful, 


— —— — 


By RN Dyer. 


LONDON, 
Printed for FF. Redmayne, at the ſign of the 
|; Crown on Addle-Hill, near Carter 
| Lane, 1676. 
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T5 al thoſs-  inito. -whnſe 
hands this may fall, whe- 
ther Teachers or Learners. : 


— 


FISH ART>: T earneſt Rejreſft to all,is that 
RJ K = 7 - Jou world tube: every one his 
Portion , as jou find it accord- 
\ ing to Truth © ., what's. wat 
T ach: let that be returned ta 
me, or blotted ot . but if thou 
« fi ind 'ſs it trith when brougnt 
to the teſt, of Holy Write,then 
1 adviſe thee to receive and embrace and put it in 
prattice , ard if thou doſs not reſolve ſo todo, lay 
it down and go no further ; whetver it be reproof to 
any, or conſolation to any , be ſure not torejett it: 
it may be it may meet with ſome that wil Cry tear 
it, cut it, burn it , tothe Law and.tothe Tefti- 
mony Man, if it agree not with that , Iſay {a ten ; 
but if it agree with that, take heed, aro toy tif A 
thy Soul, Man.or Wor: 91, 3 ht thou doſt, what - 
ever Men ſay Aan, that's injignificant, thy gen 
concern rs to he rarken mhat God the Lord ſpeaks , 
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Pekics min, ſay tot thes here 7 ny 
you gruboarg ni tefoly, toks heed and 
vemure net, for Gods ing Peace to any , ad- 
mits of no liberty of Sin , though this be the very 
£8i/e of. Profeſſers at this very da) , I ſtall ſaym | 
more to thee now , only begg thee to be ſerious , ad | 


zot dally with the things of thy foal. 
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1 Cor. 5. 7. 
For even Chrift our Paſs-over is Sacrificed for 


Here 1s. not 2a 
neceffity of o- 
pening the de- 
ſign of. the A- 
poltle in this 
Wl Chapter : there- 
fore I ſhal] not 
take up rimenor 
room 1n it, but 
in the Words 
you may pleaſe 
ro take notice 
of five things : 


Firſt, Of a Paſs-over. 
jk Secondly, Who the Paſs-over is : and that is, 
Thirdly, The Service to which he is appoint- 
ed, and that isto be ſlain vr ſacrificed, this may 
be proved elſe where, as 2 Alts 23. 
Fourthly, The end for which he is lain : 
that is, 
I. Tod:c/are the glory of Gods grace. 
A 3 2. To 


— 
Fiſeyly, Heere: 
d 


thew the neccflity of poor Believers, Offering a 
Sacrifice, Burl intreat to be excuſed here,and 
that:I may diſcourſe a little Merhodically ; ler 
me gather up my deſign in a plain concluſion 
from ghe Words ,- though many may be drawn 
clearly out of thern, and *cis this : that the fins 
of Believers arg; pifſed over or acquirted , by 
verrue of the Sacrifice of the Lord Jeſus, I ſhall 
Firſt, ProveThisto be truth from the Word 
of Truth. GEES 

Secoraly,Shew q little why It is ſo," 

"Thirdly, Improve-this point for Soul-advan- 
rage. 

Firft, Prove that Chriſt is a Sacrifice for be- 
licvers fins, 3 Kom. 25. Whom God hath {et forth 
to be a propitiation:By vertuc of what,or through 
what, why his bloot : through Faith tn his blood, 
Pray you mark, he doth ſay through Faith in 
11m; a0,then he might have done away fins, 
.:d not havedyed ard bled, I ! but 'ris rhrongh 
4th 1; hs Blgdd, not through the Vertue of 
| his 
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is Life, brit through his Death : and if you read 
= you ſhall foe hor this was for the remiſſion 
offins, or the paſſing over of fins : for it will 
bear that ſence; ſo in Rom. 5.6. In due time 
Chrift djed,, what for : not to be an example 
only, not for the teſtimony of his Dotrine, but 
(for) the Ungodly : he (dyed) and he(dyed) 
for the Ungodly : yea, ſaith Paz! and the be- 
lieving Romans, Ver. 8. When we were Sinners 
Chrift dyed fer us ;,, Mark this for ſinners,not for 
therighteous, and them that be perfit , but for 
finners; and while they were ſinners, (us) 
that are now Believers were Sinners , when 
Chriſt dyed for (us, ) us believers that are now 
juſtified by Faith, Verſ. 1. ſo Heb. 9. 12. Not 
by the Blood of Bulls and Goats , not by the tears 
of our repentance and ſorrow , no nor by our 
blood, but by his own Blood, not our own, but 
by his own Blood ; whoſe blood, Chriſt the 
High-Prieſt, who hath obtained eternal Re- 
demption for (us,) and Yer/. 15. For this cauſe 
he 1s the Mediator, what cauſe, that by means of 
death he might redeem the Tranſgreſfors that 
were under the firſt Teſtament, and Yexy. 26. 
But now oxce in the end of the World, hath he ap- 
peared to put away ſin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf, 
not to bring the news of ſinners putring away 
fins by the ſacrifice of themſelves , but by the 
ſacrifice of himſelf , and he was offered to bear 
the ſins of many, Yerſ. 28. where are they 
then 
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Apple Text only, bur *tis the whole fcope of the 
Apoſtle; many more might be produced, but 
T'fe only mentionone more,and then 1 het 

Sandy Foundation will be ſhaken,tiar build 6n 
their own faith and repentance , as 1f that bear 
the burden of fin from'us; 1 Per. 2. 24. Wh 
Hir (own ſelf) bear (onr) fins (in) his (own) body 
on the Tree ; here *tis plain as words can make 
it; certainly thou muſt renounce thy reaſon to 
deny ſo many plain fillables, this the Prophet 
David prayed for, and doſt thon think the Spi- 
rit of 'God doth things in vain , in the 2 Sam. 
24.10. O Lord take away the iniquity of thy Ser- 


wart, ſo feb7.21. And why doſt not thou take 


i566 Virit take upon them to affert he did nog | 
patt believersfins;are not thele plain words;need 
& any imerpretation, anfl hert isnot one | 


away my iniquity : Doſt thou think fin and the: 


burden of it can be taken away,and not be born 
oD no back,ſhoulders, or arms, how then ſhould 


it *be taken away : and if it muſt be taken and 
born away , doſt thou think the Holy God the 
infinite ; firſt, being abſolutely conſidered in 


His own eſſence and nature, in an abſtracive 


ſence, diſunited to the Humane nature, doſt 
thou think the Godhead purely conſidered, wil 
come under fin to bear it away ; no, pority it 
ſelf is to pure to look on fin, much leſs to touch 
ſin as it were ; no, NO, poor deluded Creature; 
God in his fimple eſſence and being cannor _ 
any 
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fin, bit clothing bimſelf with our nature,be can 

bear fin away : for which cauſc he is called the 

Lamb of God, that taketh away Sin, 7Jobn 1.29. 

A Lambis queit and dumb before the Shearer : 

which place will well ſerve. to expound that 

place, //a. 53- 7. Which thou wilt not have 
underſtood of Chriſt , lcaſt it ſhould like the 
Flood in the Goſpel ſweep down thy whole 
Building together : here 1s comfort for belie- 

vers, butthey that do not believe this, are con+ 
demned already, ob» 3. 18. By this time ſoul 
thou ſeeſt it plain , thar Chriſt 15 a ſacrifice for 
fin if it be not, would God I might ſpeak with 
thee, but I proceed to what's next. 

Secondly, Why doth God Paſs-over and 
aquir believers fins :. why negatively, not for 
our ſakes, nor any faith and repentance in us, 
for there is nothing naturally in us, that may be 
an argument to move him to pitty us, unleſs ths 
be one (that there is none) but he doth aquit 


ſins firſt of all, ro declare his mercy and goall 


pleaſure, It pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould 


all fulneſs awell, and *tis his pleaſure that of that 


fulneſs we all ſhall receive thegrace of Pardon, 
we arenot his people, ans we pleaſe hit, 
but becauſe it pleaſeth him to make us his pe0- 


' ple, I Saw. 12.22. God had decreed to call:2 


people to himſelf, God ſaw his poor people 
fallen, and loſt, and undone, and his bowels 
yearned over poor man, he ſce poor man 1n his 

| Blood, 


_ "Ml 


Blood, as 'tis Ezek. 16. 6. Then God pittyed 
him, and made a Covenant with his Son, that | 


he ſhould break the Serpents head , Gez. 3. 15. 
When man had broke his Covenant, then it was 
that God in his leve and his pity vedeemed him; 
then he was pleaſed to make a New Covenant, 
and by his Mercy, Wiſdom and Power, to con- 
ſecrate a New and Living Way for the Salvation 
oFpoor Souls; even by a Covenant that he 
made with his Son, Heb. 10. 20. What infi- 
nite Free-grace was here, that would ſave them 
that would not ſave themſelves , and what doth 
this declare but his atribute of Mercy, the good 


pleaſure of his own Hzarc, but I muſt uſ: brevi- | 


ty, and proceed, 
Secoraly , Believers ſhall be aquitted for the 


glory of free-grace,you'l ſay 1t may be this 1s all. 
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one, nay ſtay there roo, I ſay 'tis to declare his 


greac Name, or to get himſelf a great Name, 
this 1s thar 7oſzaurgeth God with. ro ſhew 


himſelf, 70. 7.9. And what wilt thou do unto 


thy great Name, ſo fer. 14. 7. Thongh onr int- 
quities teſtifie againſt us , yer ao it for thy Name 
ſake , *ti3 a good plea for poor ſinners, and ſo 


God ſaith, Ezek 36. 22. Be it kyown to you T | 


ho it not for your ſakes ; No, for whoſe ſake then, 
why, Verſ. 21. For my Holy Names ſake, God 
ſtands wonderfully upon the honour of his great 
Name, he will get him a name of prayſe;a name 
of Grace, and a name of Power , and a name 


of 
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of Wiſdom ; to declare his grace in the miſterf- 


| ous way, though theſe poor' ſhallow empty 
pated men', would bearus in hand, chat Gol 
' doth forgive ſins in an ordinary way, even as 


men forgive one another ; but then 'wherein 
wonld God get himſelf a name of Wiſdom , ih 
the Salvation of Souls, that were only to get a 
name of Mercy and Power, &«c. I dare ſay ſuch 
ſilly empry Creatures as they,would think they 
had wifdom enough to 'pardon faults in ſacha 
way ; but herein will God get himſelf a name 
of wiſdom, in ſaving ſouls ina very miſterious 

ay» therefore Chriſt is called the Wiſdom of 
Fd Luke 11.49. and 1 Cor. 2.7. Alas inan 
ordinary way , poor ſhallow man could have 
found out a way to forgive men , Tbutherein 
doth Gods name of wiſdom appear in his Son, 
who 1s the wiſdom of the Father , he w1]l de- 
clare his name of wiſdom by going beyond all 
mens wiſdom, to acquit fins, that's another 
reaſon. | 

Thirdly , He will acquit ſinners , becauſe 'cis 
the nature of his Covenant ſo to do, *tis accord- 
ing to the tenour of Gods Covenant, though 
ſome times he may aflit them with a Rod, for 
their Pride or Wantonneſs, &c. yet (faith 
he) my Covenant will 7 not break with them ,- nor 
alter the thing that's gone ont of my Month, Pſalm 
89. 34: Therefore feremiah pleads with God 
1 prayer, fer, 14. als Break not thy C_ 
ML 


(3) » 
with «s.; What's the Coyenant:? Ges. 17. 7; 
Tobea Gadta vherrand thy Seed after thee , why 
are his Secd but believers, for he 1s the Father of 
ebe Faithfal ; Rome. 4. 16. ſorin ferem, 32. 40, 
1 le make a» everlaſting Covenant with then , the 
I will not tar n awa) from them to do tham good,but 
T'le-put wy fear intheir- hearts , that they ſhall ug- 
ver depart from me, poor ſouls, 'tis palible they! 
« may ſometimes flip our of the way, and'go: 
BNY I! but they ſhall never depart from me 
ſo, bug they ſhall again own me for their Gad; | 
Jt may be I may frown on them ſometimes for | 
their injquitics , 7.! be my loving kinaveſs wil, 
1 nat. mtterly take away from them, loin Exek.b 
| 36. about the 18. Yerſ, God was furious with: 
 Chem,buc yet in Yer.28. be would be their God, 
and they ſhquld be his people, they arc his peo-| 
ple till, he will perform the Covenant made of} 
old with them, Z-xod. 3. 6. / awthe God of A: 
dram,Iſaac, 4»4 Jacob ; who were theſe ? why, 
all of them believers, and thou art their brother | 
thatarta belicver,and oh the goodneſs of God, | 
that though we fail in performing our part of 
the, Coveuapt, yet he-never fails on his part; 
he is the ſarde yeſterday, to day, and for ever, 
Heb. 13. 8. And the Covenants that he makes 
abide for ever, 1'le make an everlaſting Cove- 
ant with them, tO thy Sced too;: I, buthow! 
long doth this Covenant ſtand firm , for term ef! 
years ? no, no, Man, *tis for ever, *tis an ever-: 
| _ Taſting 
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9; | tiſlitg Covenant, and eſtabliſhed Covenant too; 
ho | Fri. 32. 40. Ger. 17.7; T6 believers © ft 
of | eſtabliſhed; they are the Stet of 4br4'm,though 
40, | they were born of Abr«'mafter the fleſh, yet 
he | they are notaccounted Afbra*ms Seed, or Chil- 
bu: | dren,if they be anbelievers and haters of Chrift, . 
»-| ſo Chriſt tells them, 7oh»8. 39, 40. If you 
hey | were Abrahatns Children, jou world do the works 
go! of Abraham, butnow you ſeek to kill me,” fo 
me | did not Abrahams : 1t 1s clear then that they are 
d; | Abrahams children that are ſo by Faith or Immj- 
for| cation, 'ſo that you ſee *tis the nature of the 
wil; Coverant thar ſins ſhould be acquitted , that 
c&.b they may W a people in Covenant with him, 
ith. and hea God in Covenant with them , theſe 
od, things may be profitable to you;, butT intend-__ 
£o-| not narration, bur perpenſation, or a due ſearch 
off ofour ſtate, whether we are of that number for 
'A.; whom Chriſt dyed , and for whoſe fins he was 
by, : facrificed and ſlain. 
heri It may be ſome will ſay, 1, Chriſt dyed we 
od, | know, but what are the ſingular advantages ro 
t of us of his death , and if we be of that number'of 
rt; his beloved ones ; why, that might be brought 
er,, inhere, to incourage thee to try thy felf, but F 
kes: ſhall give ic thee. (God willing) in $ word , of 
ve-| conſolation in the cloſe of my thonghts onthe 
ow | Text, but before I go any further, Tcannort 
a0f: but break onr into a uſe of admiration! and 
er-| firſt then beloved, here's theFree-grace of God, 
Ing | in 
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10 ging his Son a Sacrifice for, thoſe that hel 
lieve, Zobn 3. 16. God (ſo) loved the World how | | 
(fo) why ſo as (one ſaid) there is not ſuch an- | | 
other ſo , with (fo) great love that he gave his | | 
only. begotten Son , and *ewas (ſo) freely too : | 
without the leaſt: motive to take with his love, | 
(ſo) loved the World as was unexpeRed by ; 
them, (ſo) and in ſuch away too ; that could | 
never have been thought of, or contrived by all 
the wiſdom of all the Heavenly Hoſt, itwas 
looked on as a demonſtration of the love of 4- | 
brabam, to give up his Son a ſacrifice to God, | 
and truly *twas love indeed , I am afraid few in 
our days have ſuch a love, to give up a Son that 
he loved, Gen. 22. 2. 12. I, but this was but to 
give up the worſe to the better , the Creature to 
the Creator, but this was more : God gayehis; 
Son, the better for the worſe , the Creator to| 
dye for the Creature, oh infinite immenſe love, | 
that God ſhould give his only Son , the Son of! 
his delight, Bebold my Servant in whom my Soul| 
delighteth and more then that, he delighted to! 
give him ro dye, here is admirable Free-love too: 
and ic pleaſed the Father, or the Father took de- 
light or complacency in bruiſing his Son : Oh 
the free-love of God. | 
Secondly, Let us here admire the love of the 

Son , that he ſhould offer bimſelf a Sacrifice for 
ſinners, that he that was offended ſhould dy: 
for offenders; yea, that we ſhould rr 
cngcee- 
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e) | ;fended ſet offenders free, yet this be did for-ene-" 


W 


-Mies, Row:.5. 1O. It may be for 4 friend,or a goed 


N- | | man ſome,one or other would dare to dye, as in Ver. 


e 


| | 7. But wait ever known that any dyed for an ene- 


7 ; yea, that be ſhould lay down his life him- 

ſelf, not by conſtraint but willingly , all the 
world could: not take away his life from him, 
ſo he ſaith himſelf, in 2arth. 26. 53. Thinkeſt 
thou that I cannot now pray tomy Father , and ke 
ſfoall grove me more then twelve Legions of Angels; 
they would ſoon have delivered him, or himſelf 
could have delivered himſelf ; no, but hedoth 
it freelywichourt compulſion or force, Tchn 19. 
18. Noman taketh it from me, but 1 lay it dewn of 
my ſelf : I have power to lay it down of my ſelf,gnd 
power to take it up again. Where art thou now 
that ſaiſt Chriſt is not God? was there ever 
any Creature that had power to lay down his 
life of himſelf > Pax! in the ſtrergth of Chriſt, 
in Gods ſtrength , could do all things, and in 
that ſlrength could be not onely willing to be 
bound, but to dye, but he had not power to lay 
down his life of himſelf; and if it ſhould be 
thought, that any had power to lay down his. 
life , yet no man hath power to take up his life 
again when he bad Jaid it down; nay more, 1s 
it warantable for man to pive his life of himſelf, 
and no man. take it away : I,.but ſaith Chriſt, 
no mas takgth it away; ſurely none that's a Crea- 
ture hath this love of the Son ;, me uy wy 
in ou! 
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| ſhould endear our hearts to Chriſt, and make] 


out in the vehemency of our aff-ions, aj. 
David did of the'Law of God, P/. 119.97. Ol 
how loue I thy Law, it is my meditation all the dey} 
Oh how love the Lord Jefus, when we want 
words,then oh how'! 6h how ! love I the Lord: 


£ 
t 
God) is a ſweet word, as when Jcſus ſaid to F 
Tihomas , be not faithleſs but believing, Fohn20. © 
27. Thomas anſwered, and ſaid , (my) Lordayd | 
(my) God. So in the 13. Verſe, when the two: t 
Anpels in white asked ary, plain-hearted; 5 
Mary ; What tu the matter Mary , why weepeſi/ L 
thou ? Why, faith ſhe; beauſe they have takes. © 
away my Lord ; How ſhould this comfort poor b 
fouls , and how ſhould this endear ſouls to 
Chriſt, and make them willing to go through 
any difficulty , when they can ſay he is (my) 
Lord ; the very thoughts of Chriſt did make the * 
Spouſes heart fo rife withiniher, that herton- 
-gue could not befilent , burſhe would be ſer- 
ring out his excellency as ſhe-was'able,and when ©, 
ſhe had not words, when her:Rhetorick failed h 
her to expreſs herſelf, ſhe crys vin asone infn 
CXCAcy, 


2 extacy, at ſuch a raiſed rate, ihe is (altogether) 
* _ aacrh and believer let me ask thee , (for 0- 
_ 'olff thers know it not, ) is not Chriſt (altogether) 
s dey: lovely, in his love, and in his Free-grace, as [ 
want 
ord: 


have ſaid ; and oh ! that by the freeneſs of his 
I re 


| love and grace , that any poor ſoul may be per- 
' ſmaded , that there is nothing on his part to be 
/alm. donein a way of merit , no,no believer, Chriſt 
veer, hath purchaſed eternal Reaemption for thee , Heb. 
leed, © 9: 12: And therefore there 1s r.othing for thee 
| ay? to do, but anſwer his love with thy love; and 
t my. &hat cannot be better known then by living to 
(my! bis praiſe, and rejoycing in him, and tvging his 
id to: Praiſes , as David faith, P/alm $1, 1. Sis 
+ aloud, not only rcjoyce , but fing, and fing (a- 
d axd loud,) Make a joyfrl! noiſe to the Golof Jacob, 
- that 15 to the God of beltevers ; yea, Ver/. 2. 
: Take a Pſalm and Sing: but may a poor foul ſay 
# I know this work , (or ratherjoy) ſor Saints, 
ahes/ but how ſhall I krow whether I am of this num- 
: ber of believers, true I here of glorious things 
for the Saints, -f za elorio's things are ſpoken of 
thee, oh | thox: City of Goa, but this 15 that which 
- marr'sall my joy, I do not know whether I am 
Bi a believer 2 but what ſhall I doto know this, 
that ſhall be my work as faſt as I can come to 
fer. *; but before I give any Carracters of the 
hes! Saints of God, I would a little ſhew ſome of 
led Oe various ways that God takes in the bringing 
nan home of his choſed ro himſelf, and it __ 
B ch1s 


(14) 

this may a little ſatisfie thee, ard ir may be' 
thou mayſt find out thy ſtate by this, and Valy| 1 
we ſhould try our ſtate ty any means : we muſt 
exanzine onr {elves , Solomon faith, Prov.27.23. 


Be than diligent to know the fate of thy Flocks., 


And ſhould not we he dilivent ro know the ſtate| 


of cur fouls, and 'tis knowable, elſe why doth 
the Apoſtle ſay, Examize jour /elves, whether 
you bean the Faith, 2 Cor. 13.5. And give all 
ail-gence to make jor Calling and Election ſure, 
2 Per. 1. 10 Letws} ſearch and try our ways, ard 
FUYN 2k n to the Lord: Lam. 3.40. Let ever) 
man frove his own w +; and then ſhall he have 
reja1cing ia him{elf, and rot 18 another , It he find 
his work ſound, if hi: work be the work of 
God, if be hath beli:ved 1n this Lord Jeſus 
Chrut, that 1s ſacrificed for us : then ſhall he 
have preat rejoycing in Limfelf (alone, ) and 
not in another, ifa man examine himſelf (a- 
lone) ard find his ſtate 900d, he ſha]] have re- 
joycing (alone) what ever others think or ſpeak 
it matters not much ; if he find upon due mea- 
ſure and fearch that his work be right, he ſhall 
have rcjoycing in himſelf alone , and not inan- 


other 3 in Gal 6. 4. Now it were in vain to! 


bid us try our ſtate , if1t were not to be known, 
and I hope none dare be fo bold as to charge 
the Spirit of God wich Vanity. But now a little 
to hint at the various ways that God uſes as 
means, to bring back lo!t man to himſelf. 
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be * Firſt, He doth it by a ſfrong hand from 
ly; Heaven : thus he did tro Pax! with thundrings 
«ff from Heaven, as you may read at large, Acts 9. 


| Poor Paxl was amazed, he was in a ſtorm,there 
\| aroſe Euraciidon upon him 3 how is it with thee 
| poor ſoul, didſt thou ever find thy ſelf roſſed 
inthe Tempeſtuous Waves of Divine frowns 
immediately darted out from the Almighty , 
waſt thou ever ſmitten down as it were on thy 
face, waſt thou ever ſenſible of Divine anger a- 
ainſt thy fin, try as thou readeſt, but briefly. 

Seconaly, Sometimes poverty and want 1s the 
means that God uſes, ſo it was with the Prodi- 
gall, Zuke 15. 15. When he was ſo hurgry, 
that he would have eat with the Swine, then 'tis 
ſaid , Hecame to himſelf : thovgh this is but a 
Parable, yer it teacheth us that 1t's Gods way, 
by poverty to bring home his children ro his 
bouſe; try how *tis with you, (I confeſs) I am 
afraid when ſome people are brought to great 
traits , then they will ger into the fellowſhip 
of the Saints, thac ſo they may be provided for, 
and indeed coming in , in ſuch co: di'1on, their 
| ſtates to be ſuſpeRted , ther: fore look to it, for 
this 1s but too follow Chriſt for the Loaves, and 
1s no leſs then hipocrifie : bur if thou art ſin- 


pe cere, and thou tind'ſt upon due ſearch thou haſt 


no ſuch difign *cis well tor thee , God biourhe 
thee low. 
Thirdly, Gol uſes to ſhew bis p:ogle Viſts 
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ons, to bring them to their conſiderations; as: 
with Cornelis, AZfts 10. beginning, Goddid, 
ſend himto a ſecondary means, he muſt bear! 
Peter what he ſhall tell him , but the Viſion: 
that he ſaw, was the firſt ſtep to his converſion ;! 
this was the Viſion of an Angel, that he ſaw at| 
the ninenth hour of the day. Have none f/ 


you met with the Angel of the Covenant at any 
time, that hath told you, you muſt go to Perer, 


ro ſome faithful Miniſter , to inquire what you - 


ſhall do, but this is not very frequent 1n our 
days. 

. - - Fon;thly, Sometimes God compaſſeth men 
round with outward troubles, diſtreſſes, and af- 
fictions : he doth affliq them with enemies, to 


bring them home to himſelf, this way God- 


took with Afanaſſeth, who was as wicked a man 
as arv you Read of; yet ſuch is the power of 
God , that he hath his way to bring him home 
to limfeif ; he harh the hearts of Kings in his 
own hands, which are for the moſt part the un- 
r2medit hearts in the World , yet he r#rns them 
us the Rivers cf Water , which way he pleaſeth, 
Prov. 21, 1. As hedidrhis King , 2 Chron. 33. 
12. When he was in affliction, he beſoughr the 
Lord his God, and humbled himſelf greatly, 
note, here God brought him down , before hc 
would humble himſcif, and he prayed to the, 
Lord, and *t1s ſaid he was intreated of him,how 
5 it with vou Sirs, try I pray you. 
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Fifthly, Sometimes God brings them to reac 
the Scriptures and there he ſets in and takes 
hold of their hearts; thus 1t was with that E#- 
muck of Ethiopia , a man of great authority un- 
der Candace , Queen of Erhiopia , who 'tis ſaid 
bad the charge of all her Treaſure ; note here by 
the way, that God calleth ſome great men, rich 
men , though Chriſt tells us , *:zs hard for rich 
men toenter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Matth. 


19.23. Yet he doth nor ſay 'tis impoſlible ; for 


the next words almoſt ſaith, 7/ith God all things 
are poſſible, and though the Apoſtle ſaith , Nor 
many Mighty, nor many N oble are called, 1 Cor. 
1. 26. Yet hedoth not ſay, not (any) for this 
Centurion, and this Ennnch that I ſpeak ofeven 


. now, were called, And among the Chief Rulers 


many believed on him, fohn 12.4.2, But to return, 
pray you excuſe a little my extravagancy, I ſay 
by reading the Word , this great Man was in 
Gods way , and God ſendeth Philip to ſ:cond 
his endeavours, to open the Scripture to him, 
and fo he Believed and was Baptized , as you 
may fee in Ac:!s 8. from the Verl. 27. ito 
theend,this may be witneſſed by Hiſtory : that 
of Auſtin, and others z butT forbear, have any 
of you, to whom theſe lines may come, found a 
word by reading, take hold on your hearts with 
power, let experience ſpcak, I muſt not enlarge. 
necellity |yeth upon me. 

«. Sixthly, Sometimes ſouls are called by the 
D-14 Pi ache 


uf 


- N 


(18) | 
Preaching of the Goſpel; and irdeed this is! 


Gods molt ordinary way, For Faith cometh by, 
hearing , Rom. 10. 17. And God hath ordina- 
rily two voices in Preaching or ſpeaking to fin-| 


ners, to bring them 1n. | 
Firſt, By the voice that ſhew them their fins] 
and ſtrikes thee Gown, or if you pleaſe by a ter-! 
rible voice, the voice of his terrour doth ſome- 
times ſound, as that word : The ſame eſw 
whom you have Crucified , he ts made both Lord 
and Chrift, Acis 2, 36. * Tis as Creadful a word 
as could have been ſpoken, for it ſmote them to 
the very hcart, and made them cry out : What 
ſhall we aa , this voice made them a terror to 
themſelves, this very voice did then ſhake thei! 
Earthly hearts, it ſhaked them ſo , that they 
were ncver ſetled azain, until 3000. of them 
were ſet down ſafz in Chriit, but then 
Seconaly, God ſpeak ſometimes by a ſweet 
ſtill voice, after the fire of Chriſt love is ſtirred 
u> to them, there comes a ſmall ſtill voice, then 
the voice of the Turtle 1s heard in our Land. a 
fwect mild voice; by this voice Lyaia's heart 
was op2ned. Ah ! when ſouls have the love 
of Chriſt ſpoken to their hearts , then the very' 
love of Chriſt conſtraineth them, ſome one way 
and ſome other ways are brought over to 
Chrift, by Preaching; yea, by hearing the word 
Preached , th:re were 3000. ſouls, As 2. and 
Act; 4.5000. fouls brought to Chriſt, theſe were 


pl0- 


| — 


plorio 1 S:rmons, that were the means to con- 


' vert ſo many ſouls: and As 15. 7. ſaith Pe- 
ter, God made choice among us, that the Gentils by 
. wy Month ſhould hear the Goſpel, and believe. So 


Eph. 3. 8. Untome who am leſs then the leaſt of 
all Saints, us this grace given, that I ould Preach 
among the Gentil's the anſearchable riches of 
Chriſt, to make men ſee what is the fellowſhip 
the Miſkery : Making men ſee, is the very firſt 
work upon a ſoul from God , now by the Word 
Preached, mens eycs are opened, therefore P/a. 
19. 8. The Commarament of the Lord is pare, en- 
lightning the eyes , and Chriſt firſt opens the 
eyes of the Blind , and men are turned from 
darkneſs to light, I cannot ſtand to quore you 
the Text's for all this, but you that arewiſe are 
aquainted with it; and indeed on the contrary, 
they that areloſt, The God of the World hath 
blinded their eyes, And if the Goſpel] be hid,'tis 
hid to them thar be loſt : They that are not cal- 
led, have their underſtanding iargened through the 
ignorance that 15 in them , Eph. 4.18. Whar ſay 
you, have your eyes been opened ? have you by 
th: Word b:en made to (ze theſe thin?s? and 
15 there a conſtraint Jail upon you, to walk in 
the Laws of Jeſus? *cis the general conſent of 
a]l I thinks, that Faith comes by hearing and 
preaching plainly , not with the enticing words 
of mans wiſdom , but in demonſtration of the 


Spirit and of Pow:r , 1 Cor. 2. 4. But if all 
B 4 theſe 


theſe voices and ways do not bring over ſouls; 
for God doth call and knock once, yea, twice, 
yet man perceiveth it not, he knocks by word, 


by mercy, by affliction , yet he hatch another 


way, and that 1s 

Severthly, By a aream in a Viſion of the Night 
when dcep ſleep falleth upon men , in ſlumbrings on 
the bed, what then, the: he operreth the ear , and 
ſealeth their i»ſtruition, that ke 1.iy witharaw 
man from his perpoſe , 4:4 hide Pride from man, 
thus he keeperh bc the /oril from the Pit, Fob 33. 
15. Iam not altogetier ignorant, what ſome 
might ſay of this Text, bur certain Tam, God 
hath his ways hidden to men oft” times , and1 
have been told by fome ſerious ſouls , that] 


hope are precious in the Lords ftohr , in ſome. 
dark Countrey, what the Lord harh wrought, 
evcn in this way, therefere ftar rot; oh ſoul! 


thou art ſafe from the Pit, that art called even 
this way, thus now I have h:inred a little at the 
ways that God doth take to cal] home his Ele- 
Qion. Te nowa little ſhew you how God 
doth in his ordinary way begin and go on ltep, 
by ſtep, in :is mo{t ordinary way , and if it be 
a little diſorderly, as to place,pray you put that 
ro my charge, or bear if you can with me in ſo 
doing, I'le put things tog<ther : 

Firſt, God doth awaken men and open theit 
eyes, and ther: fore they are put tocether by the 
Apoſtle : Awate rho; char Prerelt, and imme- 


diately 


LE cats. © heh ad Som. 
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diately it follows, and Chriſt ſhall give the Light, 
Eph. 5. 14. Andas I ſaid before, Preachingi1s to 


' make men ſee, Eph. 3.9. So when Chriſt came, 


the firſt thing we read he did, was that the Blind . 
received their ſight, atth. 11. And ſo when 
Chriſt begun to Preach , Luke 4.18. What is - 
che firſt work , to recover ſight to the blind, 
therefore it was Propheſied of him , that he 
ſhould be a light to the Gentils, 17/4. 42. 6. to 
light them that they may ſee what a condition 
they are 1n. 

Secondly, When God brings them to ſee their 
condition , then he brings them next to a wil- 
lingneſs, to be out of that dangerous ſtate in 
which they are : when he ſees himſelfa loſt fa]- 
len ſon of Adam,in a ſtate of wrath, nay more, 
when he ſees what he hath done againſt Chriſt, 
that *tis he that hath taken Chriſt, and by wick- 
ed hands hath Crucified and ſiain him, then he 
wrings the hands, and is ready to tear the hair, 
_ 1s there no way of eſcipe : And this will in 
the 

Third Place put him a doing, then with the 
pricked Jews and the Jaylor, A#-s 2. 37. Afts 
16. 30. What ſfrall I do to be ſaved ? Is there 
any hope for me ? then the ſould would fain be 
doing ſomewhat to pacifie Gods wrath ; Oh ! 
then, will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of 
Lambs , or with ten thouſands of Rivers of Oyl - 
then ſhall T nive the fruit of my body , for the ſin of 
my 


wy Soxl, as in Mic. 6.7. Then duty, pra a” | 


and faſting , and any thing, if that will 


Gods mouth(be it with reverence ſpoken) then | 


do any thing, run any way ; prethee ſoul take 
heed now, for now thou arr in danger of miſcar- 
rying : Iam very much afraid, here many a ſoul 
hath run aground and ſplit, when they have 


| been ſmitten , and could not for want of skifl, | 


know where to reſt; they have fallen in with 
that poor deluded people to reſt on their own 
repentance and their faſtings, &c. Lord pitty 
ſuch poor ſouls : I have had credible informa- 
tion of ſome that have thus been wrought upon 
and carried away ; Oh Sirs, here is your greateſt 
danger : Oh! now for a skilfu] Pilot to dire 
you, or elſe you fink and are undone, they lean 


ro their own weak underſtanding , and not to. 
Chriſt ; and others there are when convinced, | 
do divert the conviction, by ſceking after ſatis- | 


faction ſome other way : as Cain looked not 
after a Saviour , but went to Bui'ding a City, 
and fo wore off the impreilion that was made on 
hum , his heart was taxen up with ſome inferior 
good, like him David ſpeaks of, Pſalm 52. 7, 
LT hat made not God his ſtrength, but truſted in the 


abundance of his riches, Inſteed of making the , 


name of the Lord his ſtrong Tower (which is 
Chriſt) Prov. 18. 10. He made his riches his 
refuge or City , therefore take heed now ſoul, 
and look about thee for a right remedy. That 


brings 
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brings me to the next ſtep. 


Foxrthly, God brings a poor ſoul to ſee a re- 


' medy, he then gives them a ſight of his Son, by 
| preſenting him to their eye, they ſee before 


*ris true at firſt, bur thae was their dreadful 
ſtate, bur that was but a glimmering ſight er 
light co this, thar ſight ſo exceedingly terrified 
them, that they feared and quaked , and made 
them ſhriek out ; Oh, what ſhall we ao, That 
fight did not ſhew them as remedy; *ris the ſight 
of the remedy, and an apprehenſion of the poali- 
bility of attaining that remedy; that doth give 
a little hopes to a poor ſoul, when the ſoul ſeeth 
there 1s Balme in Gil/iad,and that there is a Phy- 
fitian there , this makes the poor ſoul look and 
long a little : and looking and viewing Chriſt, 
the ſoul will then loath ict ſelf the more, when 
it ſeeth it ſelf ſo much unlike Chriſt ? before 1c 


- | maybe the ſoul heard of Chrift by the hearing 


of the ear : but now my eye ſceth thee , where- 
fore I abhor my ſelf, and repent in duſt and 
aſhes, when the foul ſees Chriſt in his doing 
and ſuffering, and that ſo freely , from no other 
ſpring then his own love ! veryly, then the poor 
ſoul chinks the worſe of it's ſelf, and ſays, I am 
not worthy ; *tis true am a little Stung by this 
hery Serpent, fin ; but how ſhall ſuch a defiled 
cye as my eye is, ook upon ſuch a glorious, 
bright and ſplended obje& as yonder brazen 
Serpent is , N#mb, 2 > 9. That ſtands upon the 


pole 


TY 


pole , where Purity it ſelf doth hold it up. But 


then a ſtep more : 
Fifthly, When Chriſt is preſented and held 


ont to a poor ſoul, then when the ſoul begins to : 
ſee it's own unworthineſs, then it will be much | 
fearing that it ſhall not be accepted , will he | 
(think you)entertain me; then Chriſt ſhews not ' 
only his beauty, but his willingneſs coo, to em-. 


brace thee , and ſaith, do you think T am un- 
willing ? Alas,that 15 the great complaint I have 
tomake of you - Tow will not come to me, 1h4t you 
way have life, fohn 5.40. Alas man,there is no 
want of wiil in me, but in thy ſelf, I have 
done all that T can to make thee willing , which 
15 a clear proof of my willingneſs , I have ſhew- 
ed'thee that there is a neccllicy of coming to me, 
he that's ftung cannot bez healed, unleſs he look 


unto m2, I have ſhewed thee that there 1s no 
cure any whereelſe, no acceptance, no duty 


pleaſing to God, unleſs you come to me; no, 


no, man thos canſt do nothing without me, Fohn15. 


5. And that there 15 neither name nor thing He 
dev 'Heaven by which you car: be ſaved bit by mey 
Atts 4.12. If I had to'd you there had been 
any cure by your own Faith , or your own Re- 
pentance, or any thingelſe, tlien indeed you 
might have ſaid I was not willing,becauſe I rold 
you, you might ſeek remdly elſe where , but 
tell you I am very willing , yea, and I do wait 
for your acceptance of the loye that I _ __ 
clare 
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cared to you. © Oh, that you would not be 
« ynkind to me, nor ſo cruel to.your ſelves,as to 
cc keep me out of your hearts any longer z I pro- 
feſs I am not willing of your ruine, but rather 
| that you would be healed, I havelife for dead 
he | ſouls, I have light for dark ſouls,I have ſtrength 
ot | for weak ſouls, I have holineſs for pulluted 
m- ſouls, I have eaſe for pained ſouls, I have health, 
n- faving health for ſick ſouls, I have bread for the 
ve hungry, and drink for the thirſty, clothing for 
ou thenaked, I have Salvation for loſt ſouis : nay, 
no what haveI not that good is, and this I have re- 
ve vealed and declared : I have brought life, yea, 
ch and (eternal life) immortallity to light through 
y- the Goſpel, and yet notwithitanding all that T 
ie, have ſhewed to manifeſt their neccflity;and my 
ok . own willingneſs; yet I am forced after all to 
10 © complain that there is none , (or hzrdly any) 
ty That ſtirreth up himſeif to take hold on me , me 
o, andmy light, meand my life, me and my righ- 
5. tcouſneſs, though they ſee all their own righ- 
,- Tconſneſs to be as filthy Dung-hili rags, yet they 
e& will not ſtir up themſelves to take hold on me 
n with myall, J/a. 64, 7. Come poor trembling 
e- imner, come take hold of my ſtrength, come 
zu thou thar ſin is ready to burn up thy ſpirit, T 
Id hHavewater that ſhall allay that heat, come buy 
.T «of me Wine to pour into thy wounds, come 
it man withour money of thy own righteouſneſs, 
z- or thy own merit; come without thine own 
X wor- 


worthineſs, and when a poor ſoul is brought to 


ſee this indeed, why then in the next place : 


Sixthly, The Sonl even leans on it's Be- | 
loved, then LordT1 am thine, and will be thine, | 
then it runs, haſtens to this frovg Tower where. 
11 it ſhall be ſafe , Prov. 18. 10. Now the ſou] | 
is lodped ſafcly in the boſom of it's beloved; 
Oh ſoul , who ever thou bz that ſtand'ſt rrem- 


bling and art afraid, thou art not worthy, I 
tell thee, he want's not thy worth, bur thy wil- 
lingneſs to accept his worth , therefore prethee 
give thy conſent this day, this preſent hour be- 
fore thou ſtir one foot out of the place, never 
taſk of asking counſel of friends , no: biding 
them farewel that; areat home, as he in the 
Goſpel; (now) ſaith God, I never told thee 


another time, nor too morrow, But now z5 the © 
rime, the accepted time, 2 Cor. 6.2. Ana too aay | 


1f thou wilt hear my viice, Heb. 3.7. Ohnow, 
ſay as his children char had back fliden from 
him, when he bid them return, fer. 3. 22. Be- 
| hold we come unto thee , for thou art the Lord eur 
Goa, If it hath nor been done before, let this 
be the Marriage-day : I-r the knot be knit this 


_ day, do not pur himofft:1| ro morrow ; he | 


may leave thee to morrow to the hardneſs of 
thy heart, and thou mayſt dye in thy fins and be 
damned. 

[t may be,ſome poor ſoul may now ſay : but 


I have not obſerved this all along in my foul, |. 


there- 
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therefore I doubt *ris not well with me ? it may 


' beſo ſoul, yet there may be ſome that have, 
; and ſomecan remember, the manner how, the 


place where, the time when, God did call them 
to himſelf, and yet notwithſtanding thou haſt 
not taken ſuch ſpecial notice of Gods way, yet 
Chriſt may be as truly thine as his, I ! this 
would rejoyce my heart, indeed (would*ſt thou 
ſay if I knew it , ) but how ſhall I knowit: 
truly this leads me to the thing, I promiſed you 
to try my ſelf , and you according to the mea- 
ſure and rule of the Law of liberty; and here I 
would perſwade thee,to fa]l to the work of exa- 
mination,and bring thy ſelf to the Touch-ſtone 
of the Word; and if I ſpeak not according to 
the rule, ſay that's mine, but if it be according 
to the Word, take heed thou reject it not, for by 
that Word thou muſt, and I muſt ſtand or fall ; 
], and preſently too, do not put it off. If thou 
wouldit have preſent comfort to thy ſoul, or if 
thou would know thy danger ; to it preſently : 
Oh, I am afraid they that are ſo loath to come 
ro the SanAtuary weights and meaſure, will at 
laſt when they are brought to it, be found with 
that (motto) on their foreheads, as is left on 
Record, touching the tryal of ZBelrſhazar thar 
wicked man , Das. 5. 27. ( Tekel ) thou art 
weighed in the Ballances , and art found wanting. 
Prethee Soul , come to the SanRuary- ſcale be- 
times, that if thou ſhould be found to liphbr, 
cou 


S 


zarket time be over and 


tryal I ſhall not confine my ſelf ro thar one 
(only) diſtinguiſhing Carracter,that T firrd ſome 
Learned faithful men in the Church of Chriſt, 
do give outas the only diſtinguiſhing Carracter 
for ſouls to Judge their ſtate by,and that is whe-! 


ther God the Father , God the Son, God the 
Spirir, or elſe ſome inferior thing, (be ir what 
it wijl or can be) be a mans or ſouls chief good, 
and the onely obje& of his delight and happi- 
neſs, In plaia Engliſh, whether or no upon due 
ſcarch (as we ſay in cold blood, ) that is when 
a man (onthe one band) 1s not lifted up in any 
way fromthe Earth , from the conſideration 
of trouble that ſometimes are met withail amorg 


man lyes preſſed hard with ſome violent tem 


hand pref{:d thcm fore , theſe are not times for! 
a man to paſs a right Judgem-rit of his ſtate, and 
he that thus and then judges himſelf, judges on- 

ly accord:ng to appearance, and not a-righreous 

Judgement, 70-2» 7. 24. And the Scripture doth 
plainly lay down a rule thus to judge a mans 
ſtate by : namely, whether or no a man love 

God ſo as to leave all (not by conſtraint, but); 
willingly out of the love to God, and ſo is 
clear and diſtin Carracter of a mans ſtate,: 
what 


teirene things : nor on the other hand, when a; 


thou might havetime to Fer weight, before the : 


one ; and here inthy] 
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10.37. Luke 14. 26. And though it be of 
abſolute neceſficy that we know this, elſe we 
can never have any ſollid and true joy in our 
hearts, or elſe as the Apoſtle ſaith to the Galla- 
tions : we ſhall never rejoyce in our ſelves a- 
lone, yet I am perſwaded that not one of many 
is able thus to judge of his ſtate, though as I 
ſaid even now, it is that that is our chief con- 
cernment as we value a well grounded peace.But 
with ſubordination to this great and grand Car- 
raQers , I hope to hold out from the Word of 
Truth , many ſimptomes of a Heaven born 
foul, or of a ſoul for whom Chritt is Sacrificed, 

as the Phraſe in the Text 1s : 

Firſt, *Tisa good (ign Chriſt is thine,if thou 
haſt heard the voice of Chriſt, Ay Sheep, faith 
Chrilt, hear my voice , he doth nor fay the 
Goats, or the Flocks of the World, or the De» 


' Vi] hear his voice , but y Sheep hear my woice ; 
thou wilt ſay this was hinted at before, when it 


was ſaid that one of the firſt things that Chriſt 
doth is to open blind eyes,” and to unttop deaf 
ears, but Iam not ſpeakiny of that now, bur of 
hearing Chriſ;- voice, fo as to know it from a 
{tranger, For-ſo ſaith Chriit, a ſtranger they will 
not follow , Fohn 10.5. Now if thou haſt that 
Skill to know thy Lords voice 'tis a good ſign, 
thou haſt had ſame GY with him, I _— 

0 


ſo know ir as not to bt deceived by a conterfeit 
voice, but I'le be þri&ef..© nr 
Seconaly, Haſt thou'been made willing to fol- 
low Chriſt ; They that follow me in the regener- 
tion, we ſhall fit upon T brones, f dging the Tribes 
of Iſrael. Try whether you are willing to follow 
Chriſt ir; duty, in ordinai'ces, in aMiRions: If 


any man tahe not up his Croſs and follow me, he! 


cannot be my Diſciple, Why ſo, becauſe none1s. 
a Diſciple , but ſich « follow Chrift, Luke 14. 

27. Matth. 10. 38. He that taketh not his Croſs, 
that is,tak* it willingly, readily, for he doth not; 
ſay take it when *r15not laid on him, for Luke! 
ſaith bear the Croſs in that prequoted Text,! 
which doth intimate thac he muſt have it put 

vpon him , try row man as thou goelt,art thou, 
willing to ſuffer ſhame ſor his Name ,' art thou 
willing to follow Chriit, not only to his exzlta-} 
ton, but to his perſecution, not to the Crown, ! 
but to the Croſs , *tis a fign thou art a Virgin, | 
then if thou art willing to follow Chriſt whereſoe-| 
ver he goes, Rev. 4. 14. Into a Prifon as well as 
a Palace. I put in this here, becauſe it follows 
the heating of Chriſt's voice, Ay Sheep hear mj. 
voice, and they follow me. Tf I do ſet down thing! 
diſorderly, not ariſing higher ſtep by ſtep , (for 
indeed when a Chriſtian can follow Chriſt , he 

15 come to a good degree, ) excuſe me in this fot! 
two reaſons : 27 1 


Firp, * 


Firſt, Inthat my time is bnt borrowed , or 
redeemed , if thou kneweſt how hardly, thou 
wouldſt not ſay I offered thee that which coſt 
me nought. 

Secondly, Becauſe I would now rather find our 
conſolation, then windy oftentation, which is 
but to ſavour after the fleſh , I can but hint ar 
things, pray you enlarge them 1n your own Me- 
ditations. 

Thirdly Haſt thou a Holy fear of God upon 
thee, David crys out P/al. 34. 10. 0h, fear the 


' Lordall ze his Saints, intimating, that none bue 


Saints know how to fear him , he doth not ſay 


; beafraid, but fear him; there are two ſorts of 


fear : 
1. There 1s a flaviſh fear, arifing from the 
apprehenſion of wrath, of puniſhment, ſuch a 


.} fear asariſes from guilt, thus it was with Adam, 
| when he had finned, Gey. 3. 10. I heard thy 


EY voice FT” the Garaen, and [ was afraid , he did nor 


| fear the Lord before he offended him , but he 
; was afraid of his wrath , when he had offended, 
| by theway take notice ſinner : (if thou ſhould(t 
| caſfthy eyes on this,) thou that darcſt ſin bo!d- 


ly without fear, thou wilt aſterward be afraid, 


| yea, and tremble ar the fipht of wrath. 


2. There js a fillial and childlike fear , or if 


| YoOupleaſe a conjugal tear , and this ariſes from 


. the poodneſs of Gud ; T hey ſhall fear the Lord 


| and his goodneſs , in the [ater days, Hef. 3.5. 


CG-2 From 


_ _ 


From the conſideration of forgiveneſs , God | 
ſhould be feared , There i forgiveneſs with thee | 
that thou mayſt be feared, Pſalm 130. 4. *Tis 2 
fear of the right ſtamp : to fear. him as one| 
would fear to diſpleaſes ones onely friend that 


one loved 3 as it 1s with thoſe that are 1n Love, 


they will rather run the hazard of any thing 
then diſpleaſe them; if their love be true,oh, this 
is the fear that God calls for , and pives a bleſ- 
fing to : Bleſſed is the Man that thus feareth the 
Lord, Pſal. 112. 1. Therefore paſs the time 
Jour ſojonrning here in fear, 1 Pet. 1. 17. Why 
muſt it be in fear, why it follows , Fora/much 
(or becauſe) ye (kxow) you were not redeemed witi 
corruptible things , but with the precious Blood of 
Chriſt. OhSirs, ye are they that know you 
were redeemed, Paſs you the time of your ſojourr- 
ing here in fear, *T1strue, a fear of the loſs of 
Heaven ſhould quicken us to diligence , as Heb. 
4. 1. Ler vs fear lealt a promiſe being left us, 
any of us ſhould fall ſhort of it , I ! but the fear: 
off ending God 15 the trueſt Goſpel fear, andi 
ſurely the produGt of the Spirit of God, and fo 
is 2 good ſ1pn 1n them that have it, that they are 
them for whom Chriſt is Sacrificed. 
Fortily , Haſt thou received Chriſt, 1s he 
come in, it may be thou doſt not remember tht 


opering of thy heart to him ſo punRually s! 


ſome ray do, bit doth thy ſou] find that all bs; 
cr.emies aremade to ſtoop and give way befor 
him ;| 
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him; when £Zyaia's heart was opened , how 
ſwectly did ſhe embrace Chriſt (in his Apoſtles) 
and conſtrain him to come in, all other her lod- 
gers were made to give place I'le warrant you ; 
canſt thou ſay Chriſt (in) me the hope of glory, 
if thou canſt *tis well 3 time was he was without 
and ſtood and called , as Cayr. 5. 2.'Open tome 
my Siſter , my Love , my Dove , my head 1s filled 
with Dew, and my locks with the dreps of the night. 
By the way let us look back on the patience of 
Chriſt, it may be 1t may raiſe our hearts a little, 
he is not like furious man , that will be gone if 
they will not hear at the firſt or ſecond knock, 
he will in a ſpleen be gone, but Chriſt waits tell 
his head is wet with the Dew, &c. methinks 
this ſhould make us willing to wait on him, it 
may be he doth not preſently anſwer all our re- 
queſts ; It may be with Par/, thou andI have 
ſome thorn in the Fleſh , thac we have ſoughe 
God for the taking of it away, and we begin to 
be impatient, and to ſay we have waited , and 
prayed, and looked long and yet 'tis not taken 
away,we looked for peace,and beho!d no good, 
we looked for bealing, and bchold trouble, and 
we begin to fret and ſay as 7choram King of 1/- 
rael,did when trouble b:gan to ariſe,and theFa- 
mine increaſe,2 Kings 6.33. Behold this evil is of |, 


: the Lord,what ſhould we wait for the Lora any lou= 
s: £#7- Ah poor ſoul whoever thou art TI pitty thee, 


that haſt been at any time in this ſad cemper, bit 
G-:3 [tay 
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ſtay thy ſelf ſoul with this,thatChriſt waited tel 
his head was wet with the Dew, &c. And to what 
end did he,ard doth he wait, but to be gracious, 
ſo he ſaith, 1/.30 18 And therefore doth the Lord 
wait, that he may be gracious unto you. Note,the 
force of that word(therefore) for that very end 
that he may be gracious £ Oh! how long hath he 
waited for you, it may for ſome ten, twenty, 
thirty, fourty years, and yet he ſaith he will 
wait, Therefore will the Lord wait , not onely 
hath, but will wait; Oh, why then ſhould not 
we wait then for him. 
I ! but doſt thou find after all this waiting 
that Jeſus Chriſt 15 come in, thou wilt ſay it 
may bel would have Chriſt for my Saviour. 


Firſt, Haſt thou received him for thy Prieſt, 


. — 


the Prieſt's under the Law,were charged by rex: | 


fon of mortallity , but this man becauſe he con- 


tinueth for ever, hath an unchangeable Prieſt- 


hood; but art thou able to ſay,thou art willing | 


to caſt thy ſclf on him to bear away thy In1qui- | 


ties, I tcl] thee he is able to bear them, theres 
h:Ip laid on one that is mighty,and he is able to 


ſave to the urmoſt all that come to God by him, 


FHeb.7. 25. And he 15 not one that cannot be 


t5ached with the feeling of our infirmities , but 


was tempted as we are, that he might the bettet 
ſaccour thrin that are tempted , and becauſe of 
this Pricft-hood,7/e may come boldly to the T hron 
&f Grace, Heb. 4 15. Heb. 2. 8. Alas we durſ 
not 


1 


| not have looked Godin the Face, had: not 


a 


Chriſt been our Pcieſt,and undertaken this , but 
now we may come boldly and plead Chriſt with 
him ; Oh, who ſhall condemn, *ris Chriſt thar 
dyed, Rom. 8. 34. Yea,when he let Angels go, 
thoſe-noble Creatures , yet he condeſcended ta 
take os him the Sced of Abra'm , he would bea 


| Prieſt for poor loſt man, Hcv. 2. 16. Yea, he 
' bythis bare our iniquities into the Wilderneſs 


of forgetfulneſs , Lev. 16. 21. And truly we 
had need of one to bcar away not only the ini- 
quity of our tranſgreflion , bur to bear the ini- 
quittes of our ſervices , he is the Antitipe of 
Aarox the Prieſt, to bear away the 1119u1ty of our 
Holy things, Exod. 28. 38. When poor Belie- 


| vers are troubled with vain thoughts, and their 


Spirits are wandring in Prayer, or Hearing, or 


' Meditation, or Reading; Theſe Worm-caten 


ſervices , the worms of evil thoughts will be 
creeping in , and eating out the heart of our 
prayers, yet Chriſt will bear away the iniquity 
of theſe Holy things , yea, when not only vain, 
but wicked thoughts come in : as ip Prov. 5. 
I4. {was almoſt in all evil in the midſt of the Con- 
gregation ; Yea, thy very ſecret fins, which 
made David cry out : Cleanſe me from my ſecret 
ſins, Pſal. 19. 12. Yet he isa Prieſt to bear a- 
way all ſorts of ſins,T he blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
from al. fins. Now Soul try thy ſelf, art thou 
willing to have Chriſt for thy Pricſt ? do nor 

C 4 deceive 
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deceive thy ſelf, *tis not ſo eafie to take Chriſt 
for thy Prieſt, *tisno ſmall matter to come of 
from thy (elf. : 

Secondly , Haſt thou received Chriſt for thy 
Prophet to teach thee; Al! Gods Children ſoal 
be taught of the Lord,-1/a. 54.13. Anda Prophet 
ſhall the Lord thy God raiſe up unto thee of thy bre- 


thren, him ſhall ye hear in all things, AGts 3.22. 


een 


And this was of old Prophefied by 7 aceb , Gen.' 
49. 13. The Scepter ſhall net depart from Judah, 


»0r 4 Law-giver from between his feet, until Shi- 


loh come : and to him ſhall the gathering of the pet- 
ple be : (this Shiloh was Chriſt, ) and this ga- 
thering of the peop!e to hear him, begun to be. 


fulfilled, Zeke 19. 48. For al! the people were 
very attentive to bear him : or as ſome margins 


have it, they hanged on him ;,, Now art thou wil- 
ling to hear him , and to hang on his lip, to be 
taught by him, and none other, and to hear no 

other DoQrine then what he Teaches , doſt: 


thou indeed take him for thy Propher, and with 


the Apoſtle, Ga/. 1. 9. Doft account him accurſei 
that brings any other news of Salvation ; This is1 


ſecond way we ſhould receive Chriſt, But I pro- 


cced to the next : 


Thirdly , Doſt thou receive Chriſt for thy 


King, to Rule and give thee Laws as wells 


teach thee , 7/a. 33.22. The Lord is our Lan- 


grver,. the Lora is our K ing , not only King to 
ſave vs, but our Law-giver to rule us : He is out 


' 


King 


SB, ky, ug & © . *» 2” JT buy 
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King and he will ſaveus , we mult not think to 
be Kings our ſelves : Alas, what can we do, but 
he will ſave us, fave us from fins, MFatth.1.21. 
And he will ſave us from our enemies too , the 
people of 1/rael did not ſave themſelves by their 
own arm , but by the Lordsarm, and by the 
Lords right hand, P/a/. 4.4. 3. ſoin Ho. 1.7. 
I will have mercy on the Houſe of Iſrael , and will 


. ſavethem,, (How) by themſelves, by their own 


arm , not fo, the Text re/ls yore by the Lord their 
Ged,, and 'tis Chriſt that is that horn of Salva- 
tion, in Zeke 1. 69, 71. That will ſave us from 
our enemies,and from the hand of them that hate us, 
and it 1s he, 1n 1/2. 63. 1. That is Mighty to 
ſave, and as he will rule in the Salvation of his 
people, ſo he will rule ſecondly in the deſtructi. 
on of his enemies , 4m. 4. 12. As he is able to 
ſave, ſo likewiſe to deſtroy : He ſhall Rule his 
enemies with a Rod of Iron, Pſal. 2.9. Pſal. 110. 
2. God will ſend the Rod of his ftrength ont of 
Zion, and he ſhall rule in the midſt of his enemies, 
and Verſ. 6. He ſhall wound the heads of many 
Countries , Though the proud ones of the 
World ſay, this man ſhall not Reign over us, 
yet he will bring them into ſubjeRion, whether 
they will or no,” have but a little patience belie- 
ver, and it will come to paſs, but beſides this 
Chriſt will be King in thy Soul, to tread down 
Sin and Satan , and art thou willing to have 
Chriſt King in thee to this end, art thou —_— 

e 
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he ſhall tread on the neck of every luſt and cor: 
ruption ; | doſt thou receive him as King 
aright ; art thou willing he ſhall bring into 
captivity , every thought to the obedience of 
himſelf, 2 Cor. 10. 5. Doſt thou receive him to 
pive Laws too : andart thou willing to follow 
the Laws of none other Lord; alas, when he 
hath given thee Laws, there is no other Law for 
any other to make after him z an excellent place 
to this purpoſe, is that in Eccl. 2. 12. For what 
can the man do that comes after the King 3 he ſaith 


| 


before : [turned my (elf to bebold Wiſdom, Mad- 
neſs, ard Folly , what was that, why 1n the lat- 


terend of the Verſc, -vex rhat which z5 already 
done ; I turned my ſe': ro behold Wiſdom ; 
Wiſdom 1n the King to at Laws for his people, 
and when I ſaw the wiſdom of that King ; 1 
thought 1t was both madneſs and folly to think 
ro at with more wiſdom, for what can the 
man do that comes after the King , it is an 1n- 
terogation implying anogation , what can the 
man do that comes after the King ? truly no- 
thing who hath either wiſdom or power to a 
after the King: ifir ſhould be of the Laws of 
the Church ; why that's already done : now 


foul, haſt thou received Chriſt to be thy Prieſt, | ; 


Y 


k 
[ 
1 


| 


Prophet, and King : thy Prieſt to offer for thee, 
thy Prophet to Teach thee , and thy King to | 


ive Laws too, and Rule over thee, and ro deli- | 


ver thee from thine enemies Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, 
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|poral » yea, from Wrath to come, why if ſo, 


thou haſt ſome ground to hope Jeſus was Sacri- 
ficed for thee. 

Fifthly, Haſt thou Faith , precious Faith as 
Peter calls it, 2 Per. 1. 1. Tis a good fign thou 
belongelſt to the Lord, for that's it I drive at in 
the main,to give thee a Nttle hope that thou art 
precious in the ſight of God. and art within the 
compaſs of eleing love,or one for whom Chriſt 
dyed, faith now is a precious grace : and it may 


| be precious upon a double account : 


1. Inreſpect of the giver. 


| .. 2. In reſpec of the Vertue of the Grace it 
ſelf. 


Oh, what a precious God is the Giver of this 
pift, hegives perfett gifts, and what a precious 
grace 1s this when piven by God ; *cis of an 1n- 
eſtimable value , *tis that, that doth make the 
Saints rich, (rich in Faith) Abrabams faith was 
counted to him for righteouſneſs, Rom. 4.5. 
And he that believerh on the Son, hath everlaſting 


| Life, fobn 3.lait : Not he may have ir, but he 
| hathit already, *cis made ſure co him, this faith 
| lsofa large extent, and will do mighty things : 

| It will remove Mountains of fin and corruptions 
| Into the Sea of forgetfulneſs, Tea, what ever we 
 aikin Faith, it ſhall be given us, Mark 11. 24. 
| And as Faith is the greateft and powerfulleſt 


prace, ſo unbelief is the greateſt ſin, Chriit faith 
he will ſend che Spirit to reprove the World of 
| lin, 
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fin, and what is that fin you may be in? 7oby 
16. 9. Of ſin becauſe they believe net on meſo they 
could not enter in,becauſe of unbelief, Heb. 3. 19. 
And without Faith *ris unpoſſible to pleaſe God, 
Heb.1 1.6.S0 that you ſee unbelief 1s our greateſt 
evil , but ina few words Faith will help us do 


theſe things : 
1. It will help us to give up our ſelves to 
God , for to follow him , this was that which 


made Abraham go up out of his own Countrey, 

Gen. 12.4. Though he knew not whether bo 
went, as *tis repeated, Heb. 11.8. Faith will | 
do more then we can expreſs, it will carry a ſoul | 
forth , above fear and above reproach , aboye 
good and bad report, through Fire and Water, | 
how did it elcvate the Spirits of thoſe Cham-, 
pions for Chriſt in that little Book of Martyrs, 
Heb. 11. 

2. Faith will enable us to receive Chriſt and 
good things from him that Chriſt may dwell in | 
your hearts by Faith, (how) by Faith, Eph. 3. 
17. And good things from him too : it was by | 
faith that $ar4'h had ſtrength to conceive Seed, | 
and co bring forth a Child, and by Faith El 
zabeth and ary bare the two greateſt that | 
ever were on Earth, Heb. 11. 11. and the firſt 
of Luke : many more of this kind might be ur- | 
yed, but I haſten ; Ah ſoul, ro thce that belie- | 
veſt all things are pothble, therefore if thou 
ftindeſt this Spirit of Faith in thee , *tis a nous 
Ign 


| 
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ſign Chriſt is Sacrificed for thee. 

S$;xthly,1t is a good ſign thy fins are aquitted, 
if Chriſt be of an ineſtimable value to thee , he 
that had Found this Pearl of Price, ſold all thac 
he had to buy it. atth. 14.46. There are 
many precious in the World , many precious 
Friends and Relations, yea, more then theſe 
there is , that good name (ſo much gazed after 
zmong men,) T hat i more precious then fine Gold, 
and all other precious things, Prov. 22.1. Eccl. 


| 7.1. Yet all theſe and all he hath, doth he not 
| value at the rate that he value's the Pearl of 
| Price : Oh unto you that believe, to you that 

Chriſt hath been Sacrificed for, Chriſt 1s very 
' precious ; Ah ſou', is Chriſt more precious to 


thee then all things, hath he the higheſt room 
in thy heart, higher then thy Teacher ! I ſpeak 
fo thee that doſt as *twere deiftie thy Miniſter. 

And chou Miniſter, if it ſhould fall into thy 
hand to peruſe this : hath Chritt a room in thy 
heart higher then they that fit in the higheſt ſeat 
in the Mecting : I ſpeak to you that are par- 
tial and have ſuch reſpect to perſons, you that 
the great ones do ſo ſeat themſelves about in 
their attendanciſes on the Word, I tell you a 


' manmay love Chriſt more then ſinners, and yet 


not love him more then Saints , eſpecially them 
that bring you in your greateſt revenues, you'l 
ſay, is there any ſuch as theſe ? If you ſhould, I 
would anſwer you by another que(tzon : what 
| meaneth 


zaneth your bcaring with great ones , great | 
| Faults when you'l rebuke the poor of the Flock | 
ſharply for a ſmaller faults, but you will (ir | 
may bc) ſay I am out of my way, well tore- | 


turn, how doſt thou prize Jeſus Chrift above all 
things, then *cis a good fign Chriſt is thine, 
and chou art his; try as thou goeſt along, for 
this is indeed the oniy diftinguiſhing CarraQter 
of a Believer; Enlarge it in thy Meditation, 
Seventhly, They that have Chriſt ſlain for 
them, will not do as the multitudedo, neither 
a5 the multitude of opprcſſors , noras the very 
muititude of profeſſors do, Exed. 23. 2. Thos 
ſhalt not follow a multituac t9 do evil, alas there be 
many, very many to003 too irany profefſors 
g00n inan evi] way , inthe negle& of many 
duties, and in many evil ways and unwarrant- 
able paths, and have no Scripture light to guide 
them; they take vp things oa truſts, 1t may be 
becauſe ſuch and ſuch do fo, but the true Be- 
lever will not do ſo, He %navs many be called 
bat few choſc A, ALatih. 20.16. And narrow us 
the Way , and ſfira'gi;t ir tne Gate, Luke 7.13, 
Poor ſoul , thou ſe: the g-car numbers of the 
World running after their luſts,and taking their 
ſwing in ungodly ways , in cxc<llive cating and 
drinking, and rioting, I! and the profcfling 
world too, they ar- poſti:1p v1: as faſt, (though 
in a more pleauſfible way.) in their-pride, and 
ambiugn, and haughtireſs, !:; ihiir conformity 
ie 
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ta the foolif faſhions of this Werld , which vaniſh 


ava); Oh, how many in Eng/and'that ( are 
glorious profeſſors) are Non-conformiſts.to the 
Worlds worſhip , thar yet at the ſame time are 
real Conformiſt's to an Harlots attire, and o- 
ther profeſſors are poſting as faſt after the world 
a5 if indeed it were their only happineſs, and all 
this becauſe there are ſo many do ſo, and yet 
counted Saints , but now if thou art one that 
doſt not delight in the way of the multitude, 
tis a good fign God bath ſer thee apart for him- 
ſelf. 

Eighthly, He that Chriſt hath dyed for, will 
be good in bad times and bad places : fo it 
was with Noah in the old World, ſo with Loc 
in Sodom, and foſeph in egypt; I need not 
quote theſe places they are ſo well known : thus 
it was with NNehemial, with: thoſe Sabbath. 
breakers, and with 7ob in the Land of QVz : 
and ſo with David, P/al. 120.5. Wo ts me that 
T ſojourn in Meſech, and dwell in the T ents of Ke- 
dar, fo in Revel. 2.13. *Tis ſpoken of the 
Church of Pergamns, 1 know thy works,and where 
thou dwelleſt, even where Satans Seat is, this was 
a bad place, and yet there thou holde$t faſt my 
Name, and haſt not denyed my Faith Note here, 
Satans Seat was the place where the Devils Ser- 
vants did Tiranize over the Saints, and yet in 
that wicked place they held faſt the Faith, theſe 
were ſome of thoſe Virgins that are ſpoken of 

in 


in the Rev. 14. 4. That were net defiled with | wi 
 Wemen, Virpins, what were they ? rhem that | { 
were never Married,were they them that yowed 
Chaſtity ? no that's not the meaning of it , but 
they were clean from being defiled with falfe 
Worſhip, they did not meddle with Idols and 
falſe Worſhip, and this is called in the Rev. 14. 
2. Fornication ; -he ſpeaks there of Fornication 
by Idolatry , and they were not defiled with 
this Womaniſh worſhip, which is elſe where 
ralled no leſs then Whoredom, Ho. 2. 2. Let 
her put away her Whoredom out of ber ſight , what 
did ſhe commic Whoredom with Men ? no, 
Ez4k. 6. 9. will clear it, With their eyes thy 
went a Whoring after their Idols, now theſe were 
they that werenotdefiled with Idols, and there-| i 
fore-are called Virgins; Oh, who would defile 
ons ſelf with ſuch-filth , bur if thou keep thy 
garments pure in ſuch a day , *tis a good ſign 
Chriſt hath clanſcd thee. | 
"Ninethly, *Tis a fign thou art a ſervant of hi 
Chriſt, when he calls thee to his work,and thou| hi 
doſt not ſtand parlying with him , . whether it 
may befor thy advantage or no.: when Chriſt 
calls men to his work, they oft times conſult 
whether it be for their adyantage, or for their 
profit, or their honour, or their ſafety 3 and 
they ſtand parlying with Chriſt, under pretence 
of prudence , and for their ſecurity ; but now 
his ſervants will go readily about his work,the 
W 


& | will not ſtand par| 
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ying whether they ſhall or 
ſhall hot go about his work ; this is no vain 
notion of my own brain, T'le give thee Scrip- 
ture for it: Lookin the Gal. 1. 15. Ver. 16.. 
When itpleaſed God to call Pax by his Grace, 
and to rcyeal his Son in him, to preach among 
the Heathen , what then, did he plead and ſay 
will it be for my ſafety, wig] it not be prudence 
to forbear a while to ſce tht event of things,no 
faith Pan! : Prit immediately I conferred not with 
Fleſh and Blood, T aid nor ſtand bur went into 
Arabia,&c. Now ſoul, canſt chou ſay thou goeſt 
to Chriſt's work without parlying , 'tis a good 
fipn Chriſt hath called there. 

Tenthly, *Tis a ſign thou art one that Chriſt 
is Sacrificed for , if chou delighreſts in the will 
of God, ſaith David, Thy Law & written in my 
beart , how doth that appear, why 7 delight to 
ds thy will , one thar delights to do the will of 
God, *ris a good ſign Gods Law 1s written in 
his heart, now the will of God is made know in 
bis Law , and therefore he that delight 1n the 
Law of God, doth delight in his Will, And 
bleſſed are they that delight in his Law, Pſal. 1. 2. 
And that delighteth in his C ommanaments; No 
leſs I am ſure then fourteen times in the P/alm 
119. doth David expreſs his delight inthe Law, 
Stxtutes, and Teſtimonies of God, as you may 
ſee with a caſt with your eye in 14. 16, 244325 


35> 47, $45 70, 77,92, 111,143, 162, 174- 
D Verſes 


- (46) 
Verſes, beſides the many places more in the jþ 


Pſalms, ah ſoul doft chou delight, and delight | Ap 


greatly in the Law of God. But I would not be 
ro00 tedious. 

Eleventhly, *Tis a ſign thou art Gods, if thou 
doſt what thou doit for God willingly , Pſalm 
110. 3. Thy p:ople ſhall bea willing people in 
the day of thy power, when thz power of the| j 
Lord takes hold on thy heart, thou wilt be wil- 
ling to ſerve him, andin 1 Chron. 29 9. A[ j 
willing mind and a perfe&t heart are put toge- 
ther : and if there be firſta willing mind , then 
thou art able to do bur little for God , yet 'tis 
accepted, 2 Cer. 8 12. Theſe thirgs might be 
much ſpread or expatiated, but time 1s very pre- 
ci0us with rne. 

T welfthly, *T1s a good ſign thou art a child of | 
God,if thoudoſt delice to enjoy the ordinances 
of God, as thou wait wont to do, ſuch ar ex- 
prefiion David hath ſome where,ſo in Pſal. 27. 
4. One thing have [ deſired of the Lora, what's 
that, T hat 1 may awell in the Houſe of the Lord: | 
That is in the aſſembly of the Saints , and ſo in 
Pſ[al 26.8. Lord I have loved the habitation of 
thy Houſe, and the place where thine honour awel- 
{eth , He had expcrience what God was uſed to 
communicate there.; why Davia,could you not 
rather Jove the place where all your Courtiers 
and Nobles, and where areall the Royal] retl- 
nue ? Oh no, / ave loved the place where thyne 
bonour 
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the | bonopr 4velerh + This was that which made the 


Apoſtle Pal exhort them in Heb. 10. 25. Not 
to forſake the aſſembling of themſelves toge- 
ther, [there be ſome do forſake the aſſembling of 
themſe]ves together ; I, but ſaith Pax/, do not 
you do ſo, why, he knew that there Chriſt was 
uſed to diſplay his Banner of Love over them, 
in thy preſence i fulneſs of joy, P/al. 16. ult. z 7 
a little kind of Heaven there;to them that know 
it, theſe know ſomewhat of the worth, of Spiri- 
tual Bread and Food for ſouls, that makes them 
rather defire the Bread of affliction, and' the 
Water of adverſity , then that their Teachers 
ſhould be removed into. corners, 1/«. 30. 20. 
They know *tis ſad when there is no Viſton in 
the Land ,, 1 Sam. 3. 1. And indeed it muſt 


needs be ſad, for there the people periſh , Prov. 


29. 18, ſoin Amos 8.11. When the Famine 
of the word of the Lord ſhall come, they ſhall 
wander fromSea to Sea too and fro, from Coun- 
trey to the City,as they do in a ſmall meaſure at 


| this day, to ſeek the word of the Lord, and ſhall 


not find it, and in Verſ. 13. 1» that dy ſhall the 
fair Virgins and young Men faint for thirſt , Ah, 
how many are there that are but new born Babs 
and Virgins, and young Men in Chriſt, how do 
their ſouls hunger and thirſt, and ſeek after ſome 
to break the Bread of Life to them, and cai find 
none, their ſouls are ready to per:ſh, and they 
longto pointo the Lozds Houle, into the afſ.ms 
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bly of his people; Oh, how do they figh, and 


ſob, and groan, and Lord in thy bowals hear 
their cry, and groanings, and come down-an( 
deliver them, and ſend them Bread , withont 
cockle'of Mens inventions, and mildew of So- 
phiſticared and corrupt DoErine : but if rhok 
art one that deſfireſt the ordinances of God and 
to he in the aſſembly of his people , *tis a hign 
thou art a child of God, prethee ſoul bring thy 
ſelf to a tryal, *ris very ſad if thou canſt find no 
looks, nor longings after any thing of God. 

X I1T1. *Tisa ftgnthoun arta child of God, 
if thou loveſt the Word of God, mark doſt thou 
lovethe Word of God, *tis a fign thou art one 
of the children of God ; Oh faith Job, 7 hav 
efteemed , or I have hid or laid »p the Word of hu 
Afouth, for ſo it may be read , more then my ne- 


reſſary food, or my appointed portion ; he cſteemed| - ; 


it-fo that he hid ir or Jaid ir up in his heart; oh 


what a ſoul was here , that had rather be with-| * 


out Bread, than without Gods Word ; ſo Davii 
in the P/al. 119. 97. wants words to expreſs it, 
and therefore (ſighingly) he lifrs vp his voice 
ard (ſaith,) Oh how love [thy Law, ſo Ver.113, 


1 have vain thoughts, but thy Law do 1 love ; Yea,| ® 


though wicked men hate it, and make it void, 
yet then will I love it the more , which is inti- 
mated in that word, (therefore, ) thy Servant 
toveth it, Verſ. 127, And inthe Ver. 140. thy 
Word is very pure, I,tryed or refined , yy 

ore 
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: | forc+tby. ſervant loveth it, becauſe his Word 
was pure without Sophiſtication, therefore Da- 
vid loved itz Ah ſoul; doſt thou love the Word 
of God, as 'tis a naked pure word, *cis a ſure 
x | bgn thou art Gods, and therefore mayſt take 
| peace t@thy ſoul : : Oh ſoul,peace to thee, ſo in 
Verſe 165. Great peace have they that love th 
Law, note great peace (haye) they, not ( ball) 
they, þut (have) they that have thy Law thou 
that loyeſt Gods Word ; tis a good ſign that 
wardhath ſpoken peace to thee, thou art God- 
ly., and.God. hath ſet thee apart fot himſelf, 
Pa. 4 3. Examine;as thou goeſt along ſoul, 
and gake comfort as. thou find'ſt it in thy poor: 
ſay}; Oh, if God by-his Word will but ſpgak 
. | peace.to-thee, it will be thatthat paſſeth under- 
ſanding. : Ea | 
JV, *'Tis a fign thou art one for whom 
Qhait is Sacrificed,,. if thou canſt venture to 
.| fellow; Chriſt , which way ſoever he goes, Rev. 
Id 4. Theſe are they that follow the Lamb whe- 
therſoever he goes , and *tis ſaid theſe are Vir- 
: of ginS»:.chaſt Virgins , Spoules of Chriſt are nor 
| only willing to fojlow Chrilt into Paradiſe, but 
whitherſoever he gocth into the Deſert, or into 
the Wilderneſs, whitherſoever he goeth. 
XV. *Tis agaqd 'hgn thou arta friend of 
Chriſt , if thou canſt cordially pray for thy 
| enemies, this too many is a ſearching one, (this 


| Iam afraid 154 hard faying who can bear it,) 


thou 
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thou doſt not come up to thy Lords order, if 
thou doſt it not , If thy. enemy hunger got him 
Meat , and if he thirſt give him Drink » for inſo 
- aing thou ſhalt heap coals of fire on his Head, Rom. 
12. laſt. The meaning is thoſe good things done 
ro him, will be like fire , that is heaped upon 
mettal ro'melt it down, that 15, ſhall be even 
diſolved into: another nature , it will melt the 
heart, :t. 5.44. Pray for them, for whom,fot 
them,them chat are our friends, them that pray 
for us, no for thy cnemices, them that deſpipht- 
futly uſed you, this ever-and non Chriſt hint's 
at; Forgivethem that treſpaſs againſt jou; 1 ſay 
ſome, we will forgive them , bur we'}] ſwear we 
ul never forget them ; rake heed that's of the 
fleſh, butto forgive thy enemy, is noronly to 
be Chriſt's , but to be like Chriſt, Phil.3. 5, 

Let this mind be in you which was alſo tn Chri 

7eſrs ; "Ah, how happy adoul art rhon that ea 
do this, but do nor miſtake ſoul : 1 do not'ſsy 
make himchy friend, no, I ſhould be loath to 
make my mortal enemy my boſom friend, or 
my famiitar frierd, as David ſpeaks Pſal. 4+. 9. 
Yer notwithſtanding this”, we ſhould pray for 
them, and that will be pleafing to God ; andif 
we pleaſe God (as certainly we ſhal])- in thu 
doing, who can tell bur God 'may(at leaſt) make 
our enemies to be at peace with us, Pory. 16:7. 
Oh ſoul ery thy (cIf,canſt thou pray for thy ene- 
| mics, 
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| mics, 'cis 2 good evidence thou art one for 


whom Chriſt is ſacrificed. 

XV 1. Canſt thou truit and wait on Chriſt, 
I put theſe together, for the one is as ipwere the 
evidence of the other, for he that: wait's on 
God, ſurely doth cruſt him , elſewvhy doth he 
wait on him, P/al. 84. 12. Bleſſed ts the man 
that truſteth in thee, Bleſſed (is) he, he {is) in a 
ſtate of grace, that truſteth God for ſoul and 
too, *'£15 no better then hypocrifie,, to ſay we 
cruſt God with our ſouls , aifd cannot cruſt him 
with our bodies; Paxl, could truſt Gcd with 
his life, [n whom we trrſt , he will yet deliver us, 
2 Cor. 1. 10. Ohthen cruſt in the Lord, and 
waiton him too; And bieſſed are all they that 
wait for him. Artthou in any diſtreſs, and God 
doth not yet deliv.r chee, wait on him, he will 
come , this was the temper of good 7ehoſaphar 
when he was in diſtreſs, 2 Chron. 20. 12. When 
he knew not what to do, bur (faith he) onr ezes 
are upon thee , Ah, I'le wait on thee however, 
this was a good ſign it is we:l with a ſoul, multi- 
tudes of Scripture witneſlſeth this. 

XV [I]. Canit thou rejoice in the prace of 
God in others ; this is ſad to tell; ſome ſeem 
to have grace themſclves, and yer do not love 
fo ſee grace in others, at leaſt they cannot abide 
others ſhould exceed or outſhine their grace, 
they hate to ſee others come up to any degree of 
grace more then they 3; I am apt to ſuſpect the 
D 4 ©" Way 
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truth of their grace, that thus enyie others gracez 
but ſure I am,'tis a ſign of a good ſoul that loves 
to ſee, and rejoyce in the fight of the grace of 
God in others , take one clear Text for this; 
As 11.23. Barnabas when he, came to Ag. 
tioch , (where the Diſciples were firſt called 
Chriſtians, ) when he had ſeen the grace of Goa, 
was glad; Oh ſoul, doſt thou (ce any thing of 
the grace of God in others , of the Image of 
Chriſt in others , and art thou glad and re- 
joycelt to ſee it, *tis« ſign thy grace is true, 

XY 111. Cant thouin any meaſure commit 
thy concernments to God, P/al.37. 5. Com- 
wit thy way to the Lord, doit thou throw thy 
concerns on him, or roll thy ſelf on him, ſo the 
word ſignifies; Ah poor ſoul,bait choua burden 
of care and trouble on thy back : caſt it on h1m, 
for he hath bid thee do ſo, and ſuch a place you 
ſhall find: 1 Per. 5.7. Caſting all yaur care on 
bim, for he careth for you ; Put thy trouble off to 
him, for he will bear it ; ſoul,doſt chou find thy 
heart taken off from acarking diſtruſtfy] care, 
"tis well for thee ; but I haſten to the next. 

X I X. Doſt thou Jong for the accompliſhing 
the glorious promiſes of God to the World ; 
the world is now much out of order , ſo much, 
that the whole Creation groaneth, but doſt thou 
long to have it ſet to rites ; there are promiſes 
of Chrift's Kingdom ſct up : not in word only, 
but in power; my friends whoeyer you are , ; 
mu 
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| mult tel you. there 15 a: King to-Reign in Righte- 


ouſneſs, 1/6. 32.1. Tea, his dominion: ſhall be 


from Sea to Sea, all Kings ſhall fall down before 


him, and all N ations ſhall ſerve him, Pſal. 72..8. 
11. Let them be never fo Potent Princes , and 
never ſo ſtoug and populous Nations, yet they 
ſhall all-ifa# down before him, and in that day there 
ſhall be 4 r00t of feſſe , which ſhall be for an Enſign 
of the people, 1/4. 11. 10, Is that day, whatday, 
why this doth refer to Goſpel-times the latter 
days , And my Servaut David , ſhall ba their 
Prinxce'for ever, As you may read at large, Ezek. 
from Verſe 22. to the end of that Chapter 
who that David is, I ſhali not now ſtand to diſ- 
courſe, onely I would defire you to compare 
feremiah, from Verſe 15, to 22. together with 
firit. of Drke 32. 33. Verl. and beſides this pro- 
miſe , ' be bath promiſed great things ito his 
Church and People, P/al. 72. 7. 1s his days ſhall 
the righteous flouriſh , They ſhall not beunder. 
the hatches then, Then he ſhall Navs FR As 
at the firſt , and Connſcllars as at the Lining, 
1ſa.1. 26. Then the Mountain of the Houſe of the 
Lord ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the Monntain, 
and many things more, /7/a. 2. 4. firſt Verſes, 
then there ſhall be that, chat good Hezekiah 
longed for in his days, 77ath and Peace,z Kings 
20,19. Yea,and then ſhall the great light break 
forth , that they ſhall nor need to teach every 
man his Neighbour, this will be a day that _ | 
a 


(54) - 
ſhalt know from the'greateſt to the leaſt, that 
their-fins are forgiven them, Fer. 31. 34. What 
will choſe do then, that ſay that Teaching is 2 
Trade, when all ſha}l know, they ſhall not need 
too Teach every man his Neighbour , there be 
many in our day would hide all the knowled 
intheir own Studies, and would not have th 
ordinary people to know fo much , certain] 
theſe -do not long for this promiſe to be made 
good, ct them take heed, leaſt they be found 
none of the number that Chriſt was flain for, 
for Lighr is promiſed , the light of Chriſt ſhall 
ſhine, The Earth ſball be filled with the know- 
leage of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea; 
Thar is an univerſal light fhall break forth, 
Hab; 2. 14. And there 1s Holineſs to the Lord 
promiſed to be written on every Pot and Cup 
in the Lords Houſe, and on the Bells of Bridles 
of the Horſes ; Holineſs nor only in Worſhip, 
but in Mens civi] imployments, the very Carmen 

and Drawmen ( as a Holy Man faith) ſhall 
ſpeak of his Kingdom, and talk of his Power, 
there ſhall be a Spirit of Holineſs poured out 


univerſally, Zach. 14. 20. Then ſhall iniquity be | 


pr too an end,and then tranſgreſſion ſhall be ſinifh- 
e4, that's the day the iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be 
fought for , and ſhall not be found , fer. 50.20. 
And there 1s promiſed an Union among the 
Saints, they ſhall ſerve the Lord with one con- 
ſent, Eph. 32.9. There ſhall be no more heart 
burnings 
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| burnings and diviſions among them ; but the 


children of Iſrael and Judah ſhall go together ,weep- 
ing and ſeeking the Lord, fer, $O.4,5- Arenor 
theſe glorious promiſes ſoul ,- theſe and-man' 
more are made, which I ſhall nor ſtand om. 
tiply ; here are glorious and precious promiſes 
thar the Saints ſhall enjoy in this world, and-if 
not wea ſucceeding Generation may, we will 
not limit the Holy one of Ifrae} , bat live in the 
Faith of ir, that he will make poodevery word 
in (his) time : Ah,"thar ic may be ſaid of us in 
an after ape if we ſce 1t not, as of them, Heb. 
11.13. Theſe all djed in the Faith, Now if thon 
longeſt for this glorious day and promiſes, *tis a 
great ſign thou art one of his 3 *risa pood'fign 
he was ſlain for thee in his humiliation: if thon 
doſt long for his exaltation , it is'not likely 
his: enemies ſhould - defire his coming and his 
glory ; therefore comfort thy ſelf,” if thou art 
one of them that pray , and believe, and hope, 
and long, for this glorious day :* but proceed 
to the next, which will require great grace,ſtrong 
Faith. . 

X X. Art thou willing to ſuffer for Chriſt, 
nay, joy in tribulations, I put them togetber, 
though they might have been divided, for *tis a 
higher degree required to joy in ſuffering, then 
barely to ſuffer ; Pax/, (when the Holy Ghoſt 
teſtified) in every City ſaying , bonds and afffi- 
Roh wait for me , yet ſaith Pav/ none of theſe 

Re | things 
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things move me, they do not trouble me, I'dg 
not lay them to heart, So that 7 may finiſh my 
courſe with Foy, Atts 20. 24. And ſaith hein 
Atts 21.13...1 amreaay not to be bound only, but 
alſo to dye at Jeruſalem, for the name of 0+ Lord 
up When his friends came and hang'd about 

im, and cryed pray you Paz, pray you Paul , 
go not in danger 3 Oh ſaith Pas/,what meas you 
zo weep, and to break my heart; 7am ready, nat 
only to be bound . but to ye at feruſalem, And (0 
Phil. 1.29: It 5 given to believers vot only tobe- 
live, but alſe toſpffer, Matth. 5.12. Bleſſed are 
they that arg perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake,and 
i. Pet. 3. 14+ If je (uffer for righteouſneſs ſake, 
happy «rs je., oay » if ye be but reproached for 
the name of Chriſt happy are ye, Per. 4. 14. 
And if yew. hold faſt till the Death , Þ'le give yous 
Crown of Life, Revel. 2. 10. Andin Revel.-12. 
11, They loved not theirlives tothe Death,no 
they did-not ,yalue their liygs for Chriſt : ſo in 
ARs 5. 41,42. They went from the preſence of 


the Connſel,(how) rejopcing that they were count- | 


ed worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name , Oh ſoul, 


art thou willing to ſuffer ſhame for the name of | 


Chriſt, np. tbac it is ſhame indeed, to ſuffer for 


Chriſt, but it. is an honour, and (ſo it may be | 


underſtood ; arc thou willing to ſuffer for 
Chriſt, then happy art thou ; For the Spirit of 
Gol and of Glory reſteth upen you, 1 Pet, 4 14. 
And then for the other thing, to joy in triÞula- 
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| tion ; that is a depree thar is above bare ſuffers 


mg, take thit Text in Row. 5. 3. We rejojce in 
bope of the Glory of God, Is thar all, no not only 
fo, but we glory in tribulation alſo; *Tis a elear 
fign,that if Hou canſt ſuffer for Chriſt, thouare 
happy, and *tis a clear or rather more clear, 
when thou canſt glory in ſuffering for Chriſt 
ſee how it is with you. 

X X I. Is thy heart born up under any aMi- 
Rion, and liveit above the troubles of this life, 
and doſt not murmur nor repine at the hand of 
God, take a Text for this, becauſe I ſhould be 
Joath thou ſhould ground thy confidence on 
any opinion of mine, 7/a. 33. 24. The Inhabi- 
tants ſhall not ſay they are ſick,the people that dwell 
therein ſhall be forgiven their iniquity, They ſliall 
not ſay they are fk ; the ſence of pard6n doth 
take away the ſence of pain, the ſence of fin be- 
ing taken away,doth carry them above the ſence 
of fickneſs; Oh precious Word, worthy to be 
writttn in CarraQers of Gold,th1s is a high and 
noble degre2 of grace, I do confeſs. 

X F171. Canſt thou go on cheerfully in thy 
way, where God hath ſet thee; canſt thou go 
on comfortably in thy Calling , and about thy 
Imployment that God calleth thee too : It may 
be thon lookeſt on this with a ſlight eye,I know 
not how it is with thee, but I profeſs I find this 
as hard as any , when the Eununch was brovght 
home to God, in As 8. 39. *Tis ſaid he were 
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(58) 
on bir way rcjoxting , It made the poor man fo 
cheerful , rhat be went on his way rejoycing, 
bac 1'I: not {tay on this , ery how it is with thee 
ſoul, if I can bur a little help thee,I have what I 
aime at. 
- XX111. Artthou willing to do good, and 
to communicate to others thy poor brethren the 
Saints,this they did in the As 2. 44. 45. They 
had all things common , they ſold their poſſeſ- 
fions, and parted to them that had need; Oh 
what is become of this Spirit 1n our days: where 
ſhall a man find an old Church in ſo glorious a 
Spirit as this young Church was in , oh *tis ſad 
to tell how the bowels both ef People and Mi- 
niſters roo,are ſhut up at this day, and he 1s nor- 
ed to be none of the Lords Children that Hath 
this Worlds good, and ſeeth his Brather need, and 
ſhatteth up h:s bowels of compaſſion from him. 1 oh. 
3. 17. Underſtand this arightt,he dota not ſay 
to any one, no, but /eeth his Brother 1n need, 
Thy Brother in Chriſt, and cis aright Spirit to 
be ready to diltributg, willing to communicate, 
not to be haled ro it, as a Bzar to the Stake, but 
ro be ready and forward,as Paul ſpeaks of them 
in 2 Cor. 9. 2. For I know the forwaraneſs of 
your minds, for which I boaſt of you to them of Ma- 
c:donia, that Achaia was ready a year ago, To be 
ſo ready to give that you rather wait to grive, 
then to be asked, this is a good ſign of thee. 

X X 1F, Doththy heart riſe within thee a- 
gain 


(59) | 

gainſt ſin, andthe filchy converſation of the 
wicked, and the company of the wicked too, I 
put altogether, for 'tis of the ſame Impoſt, the 
ſoul of that righteous Lot was vexed , and was 
moved within him, To ſee the filthy converſation 
of the wicked, 2 Pet. 2.7, 8. He ſeetheir fin and 
his: heart did riſe to ſee their unlawful deeds, 
and to hear their Ungodly Oaths and ſpeeches, 
and indeed this is the true natureofachild, to 
have his heart riſen within him, when his Father 
is wronged , thou maiſt (*tis poilible) riſe a- 
gainſt fin in thy ſelf, as'tis an enemy to thy 
own wellfare, and as *twill ruine thee, bur this 
is not ſo clear a mark thou hateſt fin, as when 
thou hateſt ſin-where ever thou ſeeſt it, the true 
| child will not onely hate that he himſelf ſhall 
wrong his Father, but that others ſhould wrong 
him, that he hates too ; the very affection of a 
child cannot bur {tir to ſee his Father wronged, 
which brings to my mind a ſtory I have heard 
of, a Dumb-ſon of Creſ#s,that ſeeing one about 
to ſmite his Father , the aff.Ction 1n him broke 
the bars of his ſpeech, and made him cry out, 
(co the aſtoniſhmert of others, )in theſe words: 
O kill not Creſ#s , thus the genuous childs affe- 
ions will ſtir within him, 1f his Father be ſmir 
| at; Oh ſoul, is it thus with thee , is thy ſoul 

| vexed and prieved to ſee the dead of the wicked 
and doſt thon loath the company of the wicked, 
they that are Gods , care not for the companv 
| TE cf 


(&@) 
of the fyicked, in Fer. 15+ 17. 1/at net inthe af: 
ſembly of Mockers,fo David, P[.26. 4,5. I have 
not ſat with vain perſons , neither will I go in with 
dbſſemblers, I have hated the Congregation of evil 
deer, and ( will) not fit wth the Wicked , Note 
the expreſſion (will) not fic with them, his 


(will) is not with chem , that is, his delight is * 


not m them ; poor man, he was fain to be with 
them, and 2 great while too, which put him to 
comphin-in P/. 120. 6. My ſoul hath long dwelt 
with him that hateth'peace,if 1 do but ſpeak of peace 
they are for war, ] would be quiet, but they are all 
for f ing, A poor ſou] mult of neccſliry be 
with them ſometimes, TI, but I (w1:l) not, I de- 
light not to be among them, I do not love their 
company, I care fo little for them, that I would 
not be buried with them , that ſeems to be in- 
timated in that P/a/. 26. quoted even now, Ver. 
9. ſaith David there, Gather not my ſoul with fin- 
ners, nor my life with bloody men, gathering what 
is that, by it is mean't burying, *tis a word that 
w2s uſed in Old Teſtament cimes , Ger. 25. 8. 
Abraham ajed in a good old age , and was (gather- 
ed) to bis people , So-David 
life with wicked er, I never loved their com- 
pany in my life, nor do defire to have it when 
I dye ; now ſoul,is it thus with thee, 'tis a good 
fign thou art a child of good , becauſe thou 
hareſt the Image of the Devil. 

X XV, Doſt thou prefere Gods work go 

| thy 


faith, Gather not my | 
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ty own imployment, before thy own advan- 
+ if thou doſt, *tis a good ſign thouar:t a 
ro of God, this Spirit was found in Nehemiah, 
vtien Samballat and Geſhem ſent to him, he ſent 
them word back again, That he was aving a great 
work, and He conld not come down, Nehem. 6. 3, 
why ſponld the work ceaſe whilſt I leave it , and © 
tnwe down to you ; Oh, how mary thouſand of 
profeſſors in our age , doth this one Text con- 
demn, how many profeſſors in our days will 
not onely ieave Gods work when) they are ſent 
for, but will leave the work of God without be- 
ing ſent for , Men are ſo far from giving Nehe- 
wiah's'reply, that they plead for leaving Gods 
work,to follow their own, andthe devil hath not 
et his oldtrade of rransſorming himſelfinto ar 
= of light he can tell them tis lawful to pro- 
de fortheir Family, & they are worſe chen In- 
idels that do not, but this Nehemiah might have 
& many excuſes as thee, who ever thou art, and 
jet Nehemiah would not leave the Lords work, 
10; hepreferred the Lords work and eſteemed ic 
1 oreat work , this Chriſt would have all his 
children do , AMatth. 6. 33. Seek je firft rhe 


| Kingdom 'of God and his righteouſneſs , I, and 


that's rhe work that ſhoiild be done in the firſt 
place before all other things, cry how 'tis with 
thee , if it be thus, *ris a good lign rhou art a 
child of God. PR 
FX/ I. Haſt thou in wy meaſure overcoms, 
| the 


——_— ——_— 62) | _ 
the World, and doit th 


ou ſeek.the thiege above (ma 


I put theſe topether , for they are of the ſame [wit 


1mporrt, *cis a ſign thou art quickned with Chuſt, |i 


if cho» [ce% the thirgs chat are above , and getr'ſt 


the world under thy fect , this made Moſes cone |; 


renin the Trcaſures in e-Egypr , alas he valuedir |. 


nat; HeY. 11.26: 10 {okn [-$. 4: 300 that us 
beri if Goa otercometh the World, and ay th 

have overcome the World , fo they ſeek the 
things of another; Pad would have the Corin- 
thiins nv - inthe worid like Men and Women of 
another World, 1 £or.7.29. Ir remains that they 
rhat k.ive Wives be as they that have none, no,wby 


ſhould they run away from them; no that's not |; 


the m_a.4np,but th: yiſhould fit looſe fromehem, 
if God call tor th:m, be as willirg to part from 
them, in his fear without repining at Gods 
hand, a+ if they had none at all, And they that 
Weep 45 tho: ghrhey wept wot , and they that rejojce 
as though they reovced nat , and they that buy as 
thovgh they poſſeſſed not : and they that wſe this 
IKorld .:5 riot abuſing 5 Note well, the Apoſtle 
doth not ſay you. ſhall have no Waves; nor 
you ſhall rot weep, ror receive, nor buy , nor 
uſe this World ; no, bur take heed how you 
have, and Cothings in the World, as if the A- 
po'tle ſhould ſay, / would not hate your bearts ſet 
64 theſe things, We ſhould uſe the Worldto 
Carry us to our Fathers Houſe ;. bur we mult 
Wie bccd yourcſt not here; Ariſe, ariſe Ms 
cal 


vez 
me 
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this world 1; not thy reſt. Get wings manand fly 
þ.live like*men of another world in this world, 
xh a life as this did Paul live,when he ſaid, On; 
twverſation is in Heaven, Phil.3.20. Why Panl 
ie not you among the Saints on earth,8& among 
men On earth, yes, but converſe in Heaven,lI trade 
abour Heavetily things ; my thoughts Heavzn- 
fy, my aff.Qions Heavenly , my converſation 
Heavenly , my words they are Heavenly too ; 
they are ſuch as are a Paradox to the Mcn of 
this world ; the men of the world, ſpeak of the 
world,& the world hear them, byt ſaid the Apo- 
lee are of God, and they that know God hear us; 
tnd tbey that are nt of God heareth 1:0t ,no poor 
Creatures they know not what we ſay; 10h» 4. 
5.if you ſpeak of God, the world know not what 
you fty, theſe are our of their reach; therefore 
Chriſt ſaid to.the poor biind Jews , To:t do nos 
mderſtand my ſpeech , (why) becauſe you cannet 
bear my Word, in John 8. 43. *Twas a miſtery 
that he ſpeak to them , therefore Pawl ſaith, 
jCor. 2. 14. Thenatural man receiveth no the 
things of God, becauſe they are Spiritually diſcer:< 
ed, Talk ro him of Mcat and Drink, and Sleep, 
and eaſe , and the pleaſures and ſports of this 
life; atid chishe heareth and knoweth , this is 
ſenſual, not ſpiritual, Z«de 19. This his ſence 
underſtandeth ralk to him of a Kingdom thar 
conſiſteth of Meat and D:iak, this he is willing 
ſhall be bis Heaven ; but alas poor carnal marz 
EB 2 thou 


thou art miſtaken, The Kingdom of God confiſtech |. 
not in Meats aud Drink,, Row. 14. 17. But now 9! 
ſoul, haſt thou overcome theſe ſower chings,and you 
is thy heart ſer on Heaven , baſt thouth wh wy 
ſoaring aloft, I am afraid the moſt profeſſors of | 
this age are great ſtrangers to this, and many 0- |, 
thert ings, at arethe life ofChriſtianity,what opp 
ever ſpecious pretences they may make; yet their [#3 | 
very praQtices ſpeak it out to loud ; but 1f thay ſecut 
art one whoſe life is in Heaven, then thou art | 
one of wiſdoms children , For the way of life « |< 
above to the wiſe, Prov. 15. 22. | | (yore 
X XV 11. Artthou a new creatvre,then 'tis Pra) 
a fign thou art in Chriſt. Are all old thing. fon. 
done away> the old Companions, the old luſt tl 
the old love of the folly of this world, is turned 
into the love of Heavenly things, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
It may be thou canft not ſhed tears ſo plenti- 
fully, why man repentance doth nor ſo much 
confiſt in that ; but is thy nature changed, and 
doſt thou abhor thy ſelf , as 7eb 42.6. Doſt 
thou find in thee a hatred to thee way of wick- 
edneſs, that thou waſt wont to love, and a love 
to the things of God that of old thou waſt 
wont to hate, doſt thou loath ſin, and loath thy 
ſelf for fin, *tis a good fign thou art in Chriſt,it 
may be formerly thou wouldſt Hot have this 
man to reign over thee, but now give me Chriſt 
or elſe I dye, formerly thou wer't alive and 
aQivein fin, But now thow art dead to fin , ande- 
live el 


*'7 "I (65). | 
ow fivgto God, Row. 6. 11. Now you do not alow 
ind war ſelves willingly in any known ſin; Oh ſoul 
art ſw well with thee thou art pure in heart, though 
"of we perfeQ, yet in part | 


o- | XXY 171. Haſtthou a ſpirit of prayer and 
bac [kpplication poured out upon thee , when Paul 
eip [mas converted to Chriſt whom before he per- 
og [kcuted, Ananias was bid to go and enquire for 
art laxl of T arſurs, for behold he prayeth, why did be 
+ & |ieyer pray before , poſſible he might utter 
' ſyords before , but he had not the Spirit of 
tis [Prayer before, there be many from the inven- 
ton of memory, or in a form ſeem to pray ex- 
ts, |cellently , that yet do not pray in the Holy 
J Ghoſt, As 9. 11. And you know 7 ade ſpeaks 
7. of prying in the Holy Gheſ, 7 #4e 20. So that 
t3- [en cannot pray but by the Holy Ghoſt; Men 
<> |ayas I ſaid mumble over a form of words it 
nd |My be, I, but a man cannot pray, but by the 
 |Holy Ghoſt, *cis the Spirit of God that will 
k. | dp ſouls to pray , to confeſs ſin, and to plead 
re [fomiſes ; the Spirit helpeth our infirmities, 
ſt |Pthgroans that cannot be uttered , be that hath 
y the Spirit, can come to God as a Friend,and ſay, 
it. |{Uher I have need of ſuch and ſuch mercies , I 
need of ſtrength againſt ſin , and ſuch and 

{1 ſich corruptions are like to overcome me , he 
4 at hath the Spirit of God is the Friend of 
;- God, as Abraham wa; called the friend of God 
; Often times: take one place for the reſt that 
E-3 comes 


(66) 
corves next to my hand, 2 7am, 23. Now e# 
friend of God can go and plead with God, ind 
ſay Lord, ſuch and ſuch finsand corruprions 
are to hard for me, bur Lord thou haſt ſaid, 
Micab. 7. 19, 20. Thou wilt ſubde our iniqui.- 
ties, andcaſt our fins into the depth's of the Sea, 
Oh Lord, perform the truth to Jacob, andthe 
mercy to Abraham rhat thou haſt promiſed (yea 


ſworn) to our Fathers in the days of old, Now| j 
ſoul, if thou doſt find in thee a Spirit of Prayer | 


a.:d Supplication , that thou carſt plead with 
God,in his promiſes; as I have inſtanced here in 
one ; why then, *tis a good fign thou art thy 
ſelf called of God, and precious in his fight, 
bur 1 would haſten toward an end of theſe 
things. 

X XIX. 'Tis a good ſign thou thy (elf art 
in Chriſt, if thou art willing co bring others in- 
ro Chriſt, grace is of a diffuſive nature , it wil 


ſpread it felf, Peter, (faich Chriſt) when thon art 
converted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren, Luke 22. 23. 
It may be this 1s of a ſecond converſion, and you 
know Paul ſpeaks of rraveliing in Birth again ul 
Chrif be fornd in the Gallatians, Gal, 4. 1G. It 


ſeems to intimate they were born before , but 


were turned aſide to crooked pathes , for faith 
Paul Verſe 20. I itand in doubt of you, butl 
w:ll ror diſpute 1t here, but Jcave it to the ſober 
wiſe, but however, #hen thou art converted, 
firengthen thy Bretkren , that is, do what thou 
CJ 


ES... 
eanſt to' convert and confirm others in their 
moſt Holy Faith 3 /Yherefore Brethren edifie oe 
another, as alſo ye do, 1 Theſ. 5. 11 Grace: will 
beger, and {trengthen a« many asit can 3 tt will 
draw others what may be to the good ways of 
God ; Come, ſaith D:v'a, ani [will tell your whit 
God hath done for my ſou! , His ſpirit was full, it 
was ready to break before 1t had vent ,, and thus 
it was with the Woman of Samaria, when ſhe 


| had ONCce heard Chriit, She run into the City ard 
ſaith : Come, oh come, and ſee aman that tola me 


all that ever I did; She was wiilicg thy ſhould 
know all that ever ſhe knew of Chriſt, and ſo 
faith Paul, ] would thor wer't ſuch as I am,except 
theſe hods , Aits 26. 29. Oh, how did his ſoul 


long for the converſion of others, in Row.10.1., 


My hearts deſire and prayer for Iſrael, ts that they 
may be ſaved z Soul,ts it thus with thee,doſt thou 
know thy friends and relations to be in an un- 
converted eftate , and doſt thou long and pray 


-| they may he converted, 7s thy fellowſhip with the 
| Father, Anddoſlt thoudcfire their fellow ſhip 


may be with you, with the Father, and the Son 


| Jeſus Chriſt, and dolt thou declare to others 
' what thou haſt ſeen and heard of Jeſus Chriſt, 


that thou mayeſt draw them into fellowſhip 
with Jeſus, 1 7ohn 1. 3. If ſo, *tisa good ſign 
thou art one in Chriſt. 

XXX. And laſtly, If thou art in Chriſt 
thou loveſt the Saints of Chriſt, not love 
E 4 thim 
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them barely as they aremen , but as they are 
Saints, a man may love another , but not upon 
the account as he is a Chriſtian man, hemay 
love him as he is of 4 ſweet behaviour and car- 
riage 5 Oras heisareJation, or as anaquain. 
tance, or as a friend that may be profitable to 2 
men in the World; I, but I ſpeak of love to a 
Saint, as he is a Saint, and therefore Chriſt 
faith , He that giveth to a Prophet ; not as he is 
a man or a friend, But 4s in the name of 4 Pro- 
phet, ſþall receive a Prophets reward, Matt. 10. 
41. 42. Now I ſay, if thou loveſt Chriſt's Diſ- 
ciples chus,thouart in Chriſt , and Chriſt faith, 
by this ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples . 
how ſo, why, If jos love one another , Fobu 13. 
- 35- This Spirir was in Aoſes, which made him 

ſay, If thous wilt not forg! ve their ſin , blot ms out 

of thy Book', Exod. 32. 32, Which Book we 
would with ſubmiſlion ſay, *tis the Book of his 
Temporary Life , and truly this was great love 
that he would lay down his life for [/-ae/, in 
this he was a Type of our Lord ;, fo David had 
2 great love to the Saints, anda deliobe in the 
Saints, P/al. 16. 3. Tothe Saints, and to the ex- 
cellent in the Earth , in whom is all my delight, 
Had David nothingelſe to ſet a little of his de- 
light upon, yes, David was aKing, he had a 
Crown and many thingselſe ro have delighted 
In, but to the Saints and to the excellent in whom 
zs all my delight , Davids delight was all on the 

| Saints, 


I EY \ | of! LR T* ans - 


Saints, and that with good reaſon , beranſe they 


were moſt excelloxt 3; / Ava not David many 
migbry Men of Valour chat were excelfent ones, 
you may ſce a whole Catalogue of Davids Wor- 
thies in the 1 Chron. 11.10. tothe end;and were 
none of theſe Noble Princes of valor (that were 
in his Court) his delight; no faith David,to tho 
Saints in whom is all my delight ; and it will ap- 
pear by the delighr he had in the company of 


them that fear the Lord, P/a/.F19. 63. [ame 


companion of all them that fear thee, Nor of No- 
bles and —_ Men, of ard then: Of all that 
fear thee, why Davia, there be ſome poor Men 
that fear God , doſt not thou think ſcorn David 
( oy King) tro company with poor Men, no 

aith David, ] 4m 4 companion of all that fear thee, 
and *ris ſo with others too, (ſaith David) Yerſ. 


| 74. They that fear thee will be glad roſee me , Or 
' when they fec me : the Saints be glad to ſee one 


another, therefore D«via ſaith again, Verſe 79. 


' Lit theſe that foar thee turn into me, be they poor 


or rich,be they thoſe rhat fear thee, Oh,let them 
tury unto me , bethey Servants,or any I'le keep 
them company that fear the Lord; I, but Davis 
would t not credit thy Court to keep Ranters 
and Swcarers, for the World faith, he isno 
Gentleman that cannot ſwear , no ſaith David 
I'e keep no ſuch as they are, fy eye ſhall be on 
the Faithful in the Land, they ſhall awell with me, 
P/al. 101. 6,7. But for thoſe that work deceit, 


they 


| .70 ; 
they fall net dwel in my beaſe,' nor be that telleth 
£5 ſball not tarry in my fie! :: This was the Spi- 
t that was in Davidhe loved the Saints , ler 
them be poor or rich , be they Maſters or Ser- 
vants , All that fear thee, 1 ans 4 companion tos : 
by the way, give me leave one word to thoſe 
ones of this age we ltve in : Sirs, how many will 
David; praftice condemn, be was a companion 
of all that fear God, he was a King, and it may 
he. thou art ſorae Trades man, and yet thou 
thinkeſt ſcorn toconverſe with the poor Saints, 
if he be ſome of the great ones of the City, then 
thou art a companion of ſuch , but if a poor 
Saint come to thee, then thou art in haſt, or 
. ſome one or another ſtay for me , this is a ſad 
Spirit that is crept in among us in theſe days. 
And from this alſo may Miniſters themſelves be 
rebuked , and that ſharply too, truly among 
you, men of low eſtate, are low in eſteem , for 
ought I can diſcern, elſe what meaneth this 
courting of the greae ones, while the poor of 
theFlock ſtand by diſregarded;and when a poor 
man comes to ſpeak with you, I am bufie,come 
another time; when at the ſame time if a great 
one comes, then make all ready to give - 
entertainment, and all poſbble reſpeRt ſhewed 
them : Sirs, what doth this come ſhort of that 
charge, 7ude 16. Having mens . perſons in admi- 
T4tion, becauſe of advartape ; If it be not really 
fo, I appeal co you, whether or no you do not 
pive 
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(71; 
give others juſt occaſion to judge ſo : Oh. Sirs; 
precious in;the ſight- of the: Lord are all his 
Saints, and ſo ſhould<hey be.to you, excuſe me 
that by the by., I return to the Apoltles eyt- 
dence , they were 3lſoof nf 39/2 1 co love the 
Saints, 1 fohn 4. 19. Ve love him, becauſe he 

loved 4s : Ah, but bogg ſhall we know thar 
we love him, Verſe20. He that ſaith he loaves 
God, and hates his Brother, « a lyer, How hall 
we know who loved God, Verſe21. He who 
laves God, loves his Broth:r alſo, and Chap 5}. 1. 
Every one that loveth him that begat(that is Goep 
knack him alſo that is begotten of him , Soul, doit 
thou love him that is begotten of God, tlien 
thou doſt love God, !ove God, may many a 
man ſay, why.I never ſaw him, how then ſhould 
I love him , Chap. 4. 12. No man hath ſeen God 
at any time, Exod. 33.20. No man can ſee 
God and live, but in oh» before quoted : If we 
love one another, God awelleth in us ,, andhu love 
% perfeited in us, Note his lave is perfe&ed, or 
compleated in us, Ah ſoul doſt thou love thy 
Brother ; Saint indeed, *tis a good ſign thou art 
a child of God : it may be thou thinkeſt thou 
haſt bur lictle grace, it may be but as a Muſtard 
Seed, *tis bur as a ſpark of fire in a great heap 
of aſhes, a ſpark of grace in the midſt of a great 
heap of corruption , or it may be thou doſt not 
ſhine in the fight of others ſa eminently, it may 
de thou canſt not diſcourſe nor pray ſo excel- 
lently 


"dis 


(72) | 
ently to appearanee, as ſome can ; I, but doſt 
thou lovetth brethren, then I'le affure thee *tis 
very well with thee , who theſe brethren are, 
Chriſt tells us , they are they char do che will of 
the Father, Mark. 3.35. not thy natural bro- 
ther, if he hath not price, hi is tot thy brother 
in Chriſt; '7s welWwich thee if then loveſt the 
Sen: ſo faith the fame Apoſtle, 1 Epiſt. Jobs 
3.14. And with that Ile wind upall as to theſe 
things ; We know that we are paſſed from Death 
ro Life ; Why, how doſt thou know, obs, 'we 
know by this, Becauſe we love the Brethren, doſt 
than love the Brethren of Chriſt above and be.. 
yond all other men,and as they are the brethren 
of Chriſt meerly upon no falſe account , bur 
only zs they are the Brethren of Chriſt and the 
Family of God , and as they are the Citizens of 
Heaven, *s a ſure ſign thou art a child of God, 
and to uſe the Phraſe in the Text : One for whom 
Chrift i ſacrificed, Thus now I have gone over 
.thoſe CarraQers that have been found upon_ 
ſome one of the Saints or other that are found in 
the Word, and though it may eaſily be diſcern- 
ed that they might have been cdntraQted, yet 
let fach remember l deſign (if rhe Lord will) the 
relief of ſome poor ſoul thar is ready to give up 
all hope, and not whac will be ſpoken either in 
praiſe or diſpraiſe. 

For he that will adventure in this ſort , muſt 
not min& mens paod or bad report,examine or 
c 


foul | 
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$ 906 + *y that, Chriſt the. 0s: is 
= and ſo ae Ly Is _ mjni 
"A and t leads meto.2 uſe of ae noe - 
$9 Jn the ri ighteoms it ſeal be well with bims 1/0. 
3+ LO, Fo in Fecl 8, 12, Surely is fee ge well 
with hin that fears God, Here js camfqrt ſau for 
chee if iv Chriſt, who gyer, thou art, if ghou arr 
| born of God, tho ugh hu REA a dayold ; hg pa fore- 
ly it ſhall be well with art thou in doubr 
Dp. thy condition, a$-in-Dent. 28. 66. 
life hang in doubt before ,, and thou 
4 fday and night ;:30d haſt no aſſurance of 
—_— ife,of thy pardon, of thy Salvztion, why, 
old Gad hath bid me tell thee, (tq which he 
bath added this word of of ſure ace,) ({vrely) it 
ſhall ga well with them that fear God; thou, ſaiſt 
(lurely). there's no pardon for me, no ,neafe to 
me, and ſurely ic ſhall go ill with me at laſt; Ah 
nc ſoul doth thy life, thy pardon haug i in 
donÞt , and haſt thon no aſſurance of cþy life, 
why, yer ſurely it ſhall go wel} with them for 


whom Chriſt dyed ; but what conſojation 15 - 


there to be miniſtred to ſuch , truly abundance, 
more then I can tell thee of, 1 Cer. 3. 9. Eye 
hath 
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74). 
bath not ſern, nor ear begid, neither can the beart 
f man conceive, what is prepared for them that love 

i= but, faith the Apoſtle in the next words : 
*T s revealed ro 6 by the Spirit, *cis the Spirit of 
God oh ſoul; that revealeth the conſolation'of 
God to thee, *tis the Spirit that ſheweth things, 


(and ſo comfort) that is ro come z and though 


F cannot "tell thee all thy comfort, yer 1'lereff 


thee ſome of thy comfort , for *tis God that 


comforteth us in all our tribulations , that-we 
may be able to comfort you', which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we our 
\ elves are comforted of God ; but in a few par- 
riculars, I'le ſhew thee ſome of the conſolation 
that p:1taineth to thee : 


Firſt, 1 will ſhew thee a little what thou ſhalt | 


be delivered from. 
Secondly, What thou ſhalt partake of and be 
priviledped too : very briefly. 


Firft,'Thou ſhalt be delivered from the ven-. 


peance threned againftthe wicked ; Ahſoul, 
Jer mietell thee , it ſhall bell with the wicked; 
Ia. 3.11. *Tis true, the Godly man may beaf- 
flicted for his fin , for God dotb not willingly afflitt 
nor grieve the children of Men, Lam. 3. 33. No 
*cis for ſome fin he will viſit you; ſometimes the 
Godly Man ſhall not go altogether unpunithed, 
Fer. 30. 11. But here 1s thei comfort, / will not 
make 4 full end of you, no many at time, bath he 


turncd away bis anger , and did not ſtir np all bis 


mrath, 
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wrath, P/al. 98.38: Itnay bebelerout x little 
of his anger » like the leakings of #'Floodgat, 
but yet: he did not Jet openthe Flood-gares'of 
| his wrath , that the full itream' might fweep'all 
away before it ; bur now he opetisthe Floed- 
ate upon the wicked , hereferves them for the 
ke of wrath, he takes away'the wicked with 

bis ſtroak, The wicked is reſerved (till when)'te# 
the day of deſtr ultion, Fob 21. 30. Tea, he ſpall be 
brought forth to the day of wrath,or as the Hebrew 
13, the aay of nrath*s , That is more'then ove; 
wrath upon wrath , one upon the neck of ano+ 
ther, Oh wicked men hear, and conſider, and 
tremble, if theſe lines fall into thy hands, thae 
there is wrath upon wrath for thee, and whulſt” 
thou liveſt 1n thy luſt, and thy fin, 'thou doſt 
but Treaſure up wrath again the day of wrath; 
Rom. 2. 5. Yea, wrath to thy (foul) man, as 
you' may. ſee in Verſe 9. I putin thatnow be- 
cauſe I have mer with ſomethat have diſpured 
ic, thac only the bodies of men ſhallbe puniſh- 
e&d, and not the ſoul : Oh, but here is a word, 
that there is not ſuch another inthe whole Book 
of God ro confute thee , ſo emplarically laid 
down, Terribulation and anguiſh npon every ſoul 
that dath evil, upon «very foul of man that doth 
evi. Where art thou now that'wile cavil a- 
gainſt the ſouls being puniſhed? where is the 
foul chac ſhall not ſuffer now ? if it be of an evil 
man ; ObI am afraid the hearts of many __ 
cQlIS 3 


4hiz;2; Bat: + fl hello t ſuffer, as doth | 
_ plainly ptr ves bur ils | 
icked ſhall fuffer, P/al.9.17, 
|S isto Hell , and all the 
_rees Ob chou that forget 
*t you toturn you iaro 
at forget God, ſhall | 
= with the wicked., God's 
et him ; hearken 
Mark what's 
ut wrath, . 10. 25: 
_ _— + 9 Im on w = on the 
henthe hoon te not , and onthe Familits 
call wati oi thy Name ; Oh, hearken you 
paxgeilel Families, you are reckoned with Hea- 
ods-acchunt , cunt. your ſelves what 


non — wrath ſhall come upon you, certainly 
ſhall, be, deftroyed.,. if wrath will doit, 
P/al. 37+ 8.; The qnenlmeff or's ſoall be deſtroyed 


ether, andthe end of the wicked ſhall be cat off, 
Lachac have: tranſgreſſed together , you. that 


dave been unciean: ere 3 you that have been 


jovial, and.carouſ'd it together ,. profaned my 
day together ; why, you wu ſhall be deſtroyed'to- 
ether, and yourend ſhall be to be cut off ; and 
thac hardeneth'his neckagainſt this or other 
reproof, ſhall be deſtroyed without remedy, a 
Godly manhath Chriſ for his (remedy,) I, but 
a aches man hath no remedy, he:never looks 
after Chriſt for his remedy , —_.; 
ſhall 
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* be teſt ed wich remddy; pedang 'F. 


there' aretiunditds df —_— A- 
walter: ſhailftand ro give & the but one 
j''Iſa/1: 28. Thefythat or (ak 4 

bathe 00nſamed, Not (mm# y) * _ han) 
paſurncd , a Godly nirilay LAT, i 


; le(hall never be conſumed, God will not nake 


1full end' of him , bot a wicked man may be, 
uſt be! conſumed , but now oh ſoul cou that 
rl in Chriſt , thou ſhalt be delivered from all 
heſe threatnings , much more from thj things 
hrearened, that will unavoidably come; 6n rhe 
micked; and when ever thou readeſt any threat- 
Nog elſe, (thar 'would- require adiindance, of 
for meto recite)thou may'ſt look 6n them, 

nd fay, theſe I am delivered from: and is not 
evonif6rt ſoul ? "ſoul, remember T have told 


the 2 Godl mani may be aMflied, a wick- 


[ man: Mall be conſumed ; T'te Thi: 
- with- a Sentence *: they thar old rhee 

ah 6F Chriſt nay ſafer pert:cution? 2 Tir. 

x 12. Bat they cha” calt of the Faith of Chrift, 
} newt anmarion,1 Tir. $; £2: "Thar *the 

for thy corafo?c. 

wm {y, Thou arc detiv=red frotn 151, from 
tbe power 0f-fin now%* und" ſhall be Atltveret 
rom Key perfeAyzrhiey for whont Chriſt i5Nain. 
ge! their tis taken'aitay , ifnoroot of their 
werfetion 4 yot-ovt' of their confciences 
203 17 ';. Far! d-Frered to you firſt ofa 
"Vf 


wo awchar Chrit dyed, favour fins.s. tha wacicll | 
made P axl ripmpard ſay.' Oh yore | 
gt now, the ſling of Death 4s: 


Chit bath taken :awaythat , ther Ws, ” 
; Tenn Lamb , that takath/away the fntafthe P 
' Wold ;-ang.his name is called Jeſus, For beftdl A 
Jane People from their fin, Mar. 1.21, Now [hs 
ſoul ,, is it not a mercy to be ſaved from thy ſh 
fi my not this comſor: for thee , thou dpſtnae] fall 
ſelf, but anothcr loveth thee, Mark | 
| (i 5 ſave (hu) poopie , not ſave himſelfby ie 
the )jp £ within himſelf, but he ſhall ſave his pew hen 
£ that i is, thoſe whons the Father giveth bing Bthe: 
hon if fig. doth ſomerimes overthrow thee, yeaiſtior 
Joi wu) help thee vp again, that it ſhall notch 
ſtr: oh wa > thou. ſhalt þe the Conquerora{| 
Jf 2p thereforer chopph-the Devil ang Simi 
doth uvapa ſome advantage fpil thee, yet ſayts 
bio int ag my of the. Chuzch » Ac 7. & F 
FT Py againſt me oh njns enpmy ,'when ] {4 
ariſe., I have one te belp me uy» When 
AT man falls, he cannot riſe again , he hs js 
Gove to- help him up: , but bere 35 comſart iſ 
flie Godly man, he hath .gpeto be] 
Solomgn fichs, Feel. 4,. 94 nm 
one {why (0). for if they ſailone will bely.n ;aphilþ 
fellow, bparete bi: that zx aloxe.;. Woo thatif q 
man that falls 52and -hath.no: firength to riſe#| be 
gain, 2nd_more he bach none to bejpchimup; | 
wo. to kim chat-is alone., bug the Godly. mal 


A 


rat 
7, 
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Jp im YR now ſoul, haſt 
indeed ſlain for ghee; here 


f Khon-972 Wren 

.roipe thee-4. though ig 
Fred te ai: ſhalt overcome 3 yes 
pe ſpeak; ie ga fear Pillows pndgr proteſ- 
s Elbows, asf t were rollerable to fall by 
nor.wyl Al his ervpany profeſſor in will- 
all C Q,, under a pretence of failings 3 oh what a 


Me. 


en is jt to. fee 2 profeſſor ſhake the head 


Ke Congregatiq 25 if the Word aff. Red his 
art, and yet be: will purſue the W ſorld hotter 


ft n the Devil dorh;perſue dies wick rempta- 


095, or as ifuhere wege,no ogber h neſs then 
des and what a ſad ching1s.it ro.ſeean the re; 

x: Congregation, fooliſh; Pride; wich an 
Ro Mer c Gage mlace it ſelf in the uppermott 
what out{Ereched necks axe there;and 


4 et: eatdeal f Jayingon of apparrel, Oh 
is 


"yu . 


( for [wn 


To 
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pat | 


irto cell, that profellors and: their Fa- 

ome as gaudy as the profanelt Gallants, 

| whar ſcraping acquaintance will;rhere be 
LES hy a_ I ſei oye as goed 


i; an 
as;he 
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onſrienees;4th 
opt gone vis þ 


it er as Wen} wack F yi 
God : ds yov'rthink o_ people do kat furs 
| and in thoreneed of than your ts. ple 
of toys 2" ds not a3 much wheth@inuc- 
be an odiotisihing tt ene ervs hor 
Chriſtians, Se 1 ask' you hat anſwet Ye hs - 
ive, when the eternal God Yha!l ſay,l paVe'yt 
or made youStewirds; of lo much of thewor! mw 
pools, (1 Ty Srewards) forthe proudeſt of od 2 
all have nothing of ybirr &wii', Br all yer 
have riches *i have rH _ that, bur rey id | 
ſwet will Yov make , which will ir be beſt, role: 
able to fg y 7 PA Qt, on Gallintry # ' of 
Granditeeg m#K#"4'pothpons ſhew 5 6r ellip m 
co ſay; : hiv 169; it vut'0h the poor memb wi ed 
of Chi: arid indeed Pt AgMerved, that a& Golifhw 
l-4 


kRions Farthe Poot”; x ge, 
the lesFEUB IH not AG Cof your thi 
fions ah New t& fevode Shur PRE but 
vol. arefle, With thefe , yer retn nocd, 
fg be able To afſwer the eter y - 
Rarcher df ilthtarts ; youthiraſ 
he FS, OMAN cflinX$ you Thould i bee 
fuch ii&when yor-meetthem ;, "as'T'Þ 
read 9 + pfedt Man," Vit was fach Moree pe 
Jaſtice', -th# When tener dir unjuſt man'; Topſe 
would yet 'up chit Unjerh ks you of my 
love pl #inrefs ſhort "Pohtlt "4p! cholſer.,” he Cor 
you meet Prifdc and not confplemenr it :-] wolliſiczt 
"Wn 4% 


ub ave. thusdiſgreſled, ht that prafeſlors are. 
way þ ing (when.hey aratforced upOBJh, oP, this is 
heb caliogs. this 15a groſs failing ro ifelow the 
"ol nirionde to do enil,, andto do be maſt do, 
ty yet remember. titl. believer, hay Tit 
þ whaſt a: belp:,, as evſenr to ſave Gn ſew thy 


Finds: Thou tha} be delivered from ſor+ 
rider; in mzy be poor fou},. thou art now ſarrow- 
fo and morning, thou haſt on thy black Sute, 
yi woh itmay befor thy .breakings with God, 
a2Wind r y untoward walking, art clothed -with black. 
veer to the grownd ;; fer. 14. 2. Well, but bear 
I& foul ; the day 1s ; haſtening chat there-ſhall be 

ak pmore ſuch complaints:;:; There ſiallgben be no 
verigure ob my back, my hed and heart.s for all ſar- 
aobifiw ard fog hin e full flrawer, ſa, 35-taft, And 
mend dll wipe gs all. Years from thy eres gRevetl, 
y - Far there ſhall be nomuore ſorrow nor moyrn- 

uidiy:- For ſo it may:he read, now:1t may be in- 
wam: of- ſuch Oyatment that 740. down Aarons 
ds Ig even to the slgrts of his Garments ,- Pſal. 
aR3»'2..:Tears it,may þe are pouring down to 
ho Sound.yer ifthouhec anc thatiChriſt is flayn 

[| chis ſhall 'be;$one away, thou ſhalr ſee 


3c, More forrow nor fear,and. will nocuthis A ur 

-ootore thee, ''+:.:;] 

nat þt: ty, T hou ſhalt i teldeered from wreck 

non Cewe,, do thethoughts of death and darkneſs 
NoWeat tand afriphe thee why Jeſus that is ſlain 

not Þ F 3 for 


« $% | | 

for thee ,"\Hirh delivered ther-from the powersff t 
Jefkaeſs, Col."1.137"Ols what a'mercyiv inþ 0 
but he will (yea he hath]: Delivered from Wrutlh 
16 Tot; 1 Theſe 1. 10. Ant is not hire com in 
forrſouP?” ler this bea? rhee up that art in-rrooÞ & 
ble, it pay be thou feeleſt- ſomecofierwrathf ce 
and fury of an inraged enemy here, fora timei| o1 
Sc 

ol 


- 


bur here is-matter of reſ6yeing for thee, 
rannot make'thy ſorrow taſt long ,: and'rhy 
wrath that i to come , thar Jeſus hath delivered vx 
chee from ; thirs now T have ſhewed:thee whiff P1 
thou ſhalr be freed from by Chriſt. © - | 
In the aextplace, I would a little ſhew the 
what thou art privitedged unto3-:and indeed} G 
can flew thee bur lircle of ir, oh what tonguy i 
can re}| whar:itis indeed. 4 al 
' 1. Thoy arr priviledged'to be 2 Son of God} th 
and whur'dimenſions of Glory is this, 'cis rolq of 
an Heir and a joint Heir with Zeſwa, To (it 
che ſane: Throne wich him; and have a Crc 
pur on thy head by him, Rem. 8. 17. Andt 
*ris withibefievers , Fohn1.:12, As many 4 | 
cieved himp,to them gave heipower to become theS Oh 
of God, To them gave e'p6iver ; or right, « 
priviledged'; (for the Word will bear'it) cok 
Come the'Son'of God, And-let me ſay this, *risny 
ſinall honour , nor no ſmall priviledge tobe 
Son of God, Gal. 3.'26: For we' areal 
"thilaren of God by.Faith in'C heiſt feſws.;: and! 6 
Eph. 1 5. Having: Predefflinated 1 mito vhi appyes 
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l Se» > (REITT.; '7')- lll os . es Tora Oct : 
raſh Hai of Sar, or Children , BY Pe/ir Chrift, AT 
ir ob'whit an honour is it ro be 2 Son,” or 2 child? 


þ of God: which made rhe Apoſtle 7oby 5; 3: ad- 
om mire, oh *tis-a wonder , Behold what i annit r of 
wi love «© this, that the Father kath" eſtowed : or 
bf conferred, «p01 #9, rhat oy ſhonld (be) and nor 
met] onely (be) but be called the Children of God, or 
| Sons of God, and is not this comfort for thee 
& oh ſoul, that art a child of God, it is ſooked 
ere$ upon as no ſmall honour, to be the ſort of a 
wha Prince. - but what is ic to be a ſon of the Prince 
'| ofthe Kings of che Earch. 7 
they - 2. Thou haſt a-right to all the pron jſes of 
ed} God: and there are given to beljevers exceed- 
wy ing greit and precious promiſes,2 Pet. 1.4. Ard 
4 all aremade to chem in Chriſt, look thraugh all 
God} the Book of God,” and'you will find abundance 
; tol4 of promiſes , why they are all made to him that 
ic oq Sin Chriſt; and in Covenant , For all the pro- 
rowy m/er of God in him, are yea, andin him Ameng 
| thi 2 Cor. r. 20. That is they are all made chrough' 
him.indeed and in cfuth; and is not here'comfort 
$ oh ſoul, ro have all the promiſes robe thine ,/ 


thoo-haſt a right co thetni-all.” - 

3." Fill things ſhall mork together for goog unto 
mþ thee; Rowi'8./28. All things this is ſtranpe lan- 
'beF 'will fome fay,marry,'icmay be willevery- 
& mazx7 ſay, will work for good , but aMiRtjon will. 


d ipFoeforfie tires 5 and wilt tar yorkfprgood: 
4 F 4 As 


8s) 


waited, Pſaim 3 19, 71. 1, and God wil 

bring rh& evil deſigns o mekey.s men ;, t0-work 
forthe good of his Saints, I mig hr hag 

T4 a4 Hoy xticulars ; but ſpare me that; hut 


to return,, God will work goddout of the " 
will of other men to the Saints , Gex. 
Saith 7oſeph to his bretbren thar ſold him, = 
as for.you (malicious you : envious you 3. ) J0s 
thou fd evil againſt me , but God meant it wma 
ps God can bring good out df evil to. his 
$rints, nay. let me ſay more,, God can bring 
good out of the fins of his Saints ; I ſpeak not 
ehjs to encourage thee ta fin, 'tis a fi ign thou art 
A child of the Devil and not of God, if thou fin 


that grace may abouned ; Bur God makes the fins 


of his people ſerve, to bumble his people; Oh, 
ſaith the: Church>in. fic. * +. 4 will bear 
the Jndignation of the Lora, becauſe I have ſinned 
agawiſt him, Oh, it makes a ſoul ſilent from 
complaining ; yea, it humbles bim,' and ſoit 
warks for good ro the Saint ; now ſoul, 1s rot 
this a.comfare, when all things ſhall work roge- 
er for good to thee. 

. Thou art honourable ;nthe fight of God, 
Ia 43-4- Sizce theu waſt preciens in way ſight, 
Precious by. yertue of my Sons precious Blpod 
and . Covenant, applycd þy a pregipys Fatah, 
Since chmod prrions in, 911, Jight,rhow- baſh been 
ig wh64 04 wer a poninibeſy of Memniybeo 
bu heahc NIC xiſt's KNEW 


able; and precious 3 Yea, his very Blood ball b+ 
yroaions in Gods fight, Pſal. 72: 14. And isthis 


no priviledge ob foul, and doth ic not comfort 


| thee, bur haſten to the next, and as faſt as 


may towards a cloſe of this. 

- 5. The things of this life are blefſed ro thee, 
therefore David ſaith, P/al. 37.16. A little 
that a righteous man hath is better then the riches 
of man) wicked , The little the righteous man 
hath is as gold , but what the wieked man hath 
is like droſs,vyhat compare is there between go 
and droſs , a: little gold is much better then a 
great Mountain. of Drofs and Dung , alas a 
wicked man when he is fulleſt is inneed, he hath 
ſome little crevice that want's filling , ſo ob 
ſaith, Fob 20. 22. Is the fulneſs of hs ſufficiency 
be ſhall be in ſtrait's , not only in his ſufficiency, 
but in the fulneſs: of his ſufficiency , if a wicked 
man hath much ſubſtance, yer'there is a canker 
eat's at the root : and therefore as one obſerves. 
a ſhilling will go as far with ſome , as five will. 


| with ſome other , but'the righteous is bleſſed in 


this, that his ſtore 1s increaſed in the ſpending, 
the lictle that the righreous man hath, is like the 
handful of Meal in the Barrel , and the Oyl in 
the Cruſe , that did increaſe in the pouring 
forth, x Kings 17.12. .OhSirs, there 15 many 
Tman that hath aneltate, and never enjoys it , 
heknows not whichway it goev'; but the lirele 
the: Godly man hath increa{erh,agdtoth him good; 

5 when 


: el 


when he ext*s and drinks, in the ſtrength of his 
meat; and'drink,like Eliah goes for many days; 
| andisnotthis a mercy, but may ſome ſay ; you 
fay that we have is bleſſed tous : but we have 
bar a very ſmall pittance of theſe-chings below, 
we are fed *tis true, we cannot deny, but *cis as 
n fay, but from hand co mouth, to that ler me 
add. | 
6. The day is haſtning that the righteore halt 
inherit the Earth , Much Scripture looks this 
way : I'le onely hint a few, Mark 10. 30. 
Though a man looſe all for Chriſt ſake; yet be 
foall receive an hunavred fold, IT, but when, mark 
the next words, Now in this rime, note that this 
time , is meant the time of this life: Marth. 5. 
I- The meek ſhall Inberit the Earth , and if my 
Memory fail not, no eſs then fix times is the 
ſame thing hinted , nay ſpoken plain in the-37. 
Pſal. how this ſhall be, .and when, I. ſhall nor 
now ſtand to diſpute , but. they ſhall enjoy 
peace in it ; and none fhall vex and trouble 
them, I'le give you one Text , not to trouble 
you with more , J/a. 32.17, 18. The effetb of 
righteonſne;s ſhall be quietneſs., and mark it, this 
ts meant of a time the Saints ſhall have here, and 
if you obſerve it, it is the time of Chrilt's King- 
' Qom, Verſe 18. And my People ſoall dwell wn a 
praceable Habitation, andin ſure dwellings, Ljbut 
thoeph your dwellings :may' be ſure z -yer you? 
my be diſturbed , no the next words. faith!in- 
; quiet 


(6) 


mates >tieiics chicbandite 


rhou ſhatclivein peace}, (borT'forbear* | 
ing-6n theſe rhings:, - hey 
_wlervy not be $orn; among the 'Godly 
yes;''ryould-be! ſad-:Sirs;: if 2ay:of you ſtiould 
fail wg ra of fairhrin "I but _ | 


—- is.this © 2 
All yr. ſhall be heard; che winks 
ed by pray ds long 33 they live, yea, tell-their 


hearts #ke , yet God will nor hear them, :E 
203T.' Ar Tkveſaith the 'Lovd, Tinilet oun>- 
quired of bj.y0#., (you) what youz Verſe 30. 
Them that have been polluted _ manner of 
your Fathers; | Hear this, yot Tor mo 
Wlioredom of your ans, whic whoredom 
1s:meant Spiritual: whoredom ; oh howmany 
3rschere chazgo-oh 1 in Idolatroazand' m QCere- 
toniousways;, and can give:norreafonfor ſo 
doing , bur: becande; cheir Fore-furhers .did fo, 
bedrken whar God ſaith to yourbatfſay:;+chas 
- won wo _ voi —_— yobeny 
athers \ will not be enquired of » 
gr hear youwhen-you-pray to eo hiki's : for. bi. 
ond, dur now Godly. Mens prayers-are heard, 
I'Jeſgive thee Scripture; for on my. word [ _ 
r6-vrgenothing on thee , and ifthe. Word | 
k,memble man to doubt it, or _ ri 
feri'29. 12:13.) Thew ſhall ye call 1 ;. and 
frapro me, and 1 will hearhen #1 iro 796; wad yo fl 
eng and find.me 5 ewhin 104 Girrh for'nwe * 
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I _ no ſeek the Lord, do ottiers 


down to the 49"v4.c0qgt why, ſeek 
k anryen ryan ee and je ſoball live, Amor 5.6 Would 


thou havemorecomfort then this ; if thouwitr 
but feak hind; his cars are opens thy ay 3: His 
eerr.are open to their prajers, '1:Per: 3. 12. Aod 
ae-thy heard, andwiltoor this cam» 
fart; theea while ; Stay but 4:little ,, and he'will 
_ tive- thee the defire of thy heart;, Pſal. 37. 4 
Whar's thar;- why thac teade mi by the havd:to 
thetop of ab thy comfort, which is the laſt»! 
->8:i A. Crown' of Glory, :andts be for ever 
9m nav loaded with troubleand 
fafcringhere; thaeve a Crown of glory, 
Chilke  ai}aly faffcriog ; > for the vffer> 
ingrof thi preſe<v.cimne; 'arc:nor wourhy-coby 
\. came 


heart . -N _ 
Tu = ESE 


- 
. . 
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onni tight afftifhitts,which is but fir 4 meneent ,work- 


TE FY exceeding and etgrnal w 
of Gli ; the'Dimenſſons ofthisglory ; "tis - 
glory; 


Gliv 
'ris a weiphr of glory; and *tis anex- 
: tp weigh > nay! *ris aweight+ bf 
glory rhurwithhuſt as long at eternity , For 'tss 
. ab eterilel wilght of ' Glory; 2 Cor. 4. 17. 'Tis 
nor ſhort that wilt ſoot begone , neither is ir a 
wht-and fethery 


chthgs then-thelſe, earthly droffy 

they the diſt-thinps thou canft-imagine g. 
Thale ſ-v-greaterThings , Jobs £150. For this | 
foulr-ſe> God t'Thoy ſhale ſex'him as beisy fot 
Hifi -chou wit ſay}, I ſeebimgoryinhis Cren- 
tion and Proyidetiee, and al} jg great and qvair- 
defful works': T; but:thou ſlialt ſeehim ashe 15 
than *s as i» is in his: glory, Alas ae 

yalile 


valled now ,:but des fe 
3. 2\ :Alas, 

fete glaſ.of bis Word anddiſpenta 

x prin) "ny "2:Copcit:3%: 12 ih, 

rodein:(and ro ſee) the e of _ 42 

Heaven on Earth ;:nay-mages it'woy! bo.« 


wotld:ir be to fee the Viſion of. the Aleugbty, 
ro behold the braunifical Viſion, *5is that which: 
hatti ſuch an . influence , -{lK&had.i{dey beheld 
it; he had «20m to turn afide to.fin,-(ag 
fome 2rcof opinian,;) vis ſoigloriqus, ſq-hrighs, 
that notobly, Moſes, but the very Anpels cover 
therr Faztes at ; rnd. heres the. .Crown'of all, 
Zn thy $f Y, fines 19: faith DeviA F/a. 
I6. 12; Poflible:cby. fleſhly part dotbjpleaſe ic 
_ the: preſence of thy refations, thy Wife, 
Quikdeen, thy: Paredts,G7s, and thou may; 

re there is reaſon to- -r&JOyce.in them,; -'nay, 
It _—— beſame; may rejoyce in the prefence of 
ww wh m wickedneſs, .it may be thou 

Jr yes wn pthy.cups ,. <F in by: Harlots, 
of mt —_— O rhe that are thy Brechren 
in iniquity; z711agy iT may beinthe: company of 
ehem-charhely £0: dring-rhee 11 ſome (of the 
Werlds gains though it be by lying, andun- 
warantdble;;nay-cyrſed ways:, _ bur here 1s 
the-ogly __ round of- Gods the 
chief he-that hath bim hath all, and 
therefore # ohis Preſence ia fwneſs of joj., 'Tis 
5 joy 


Heaven in Hell ; Oh, © aacanfporting fight. 


\  foy thar Nieangers ſhall not intermeddlewich, 

& te I4. 10. I tell thee, thy joy ſhall be ſuch, 
thar ſtrangers to God, ſtrangers to Chriſt, and 
- to tlie: Covenant , ſhall not intermeddle withz 
theſe indeed may have a little ſhadow joy, bur 
no ſubſtantial joy, 2 little fethery,but no ſolid 
joy ; [they may have ſome what may tickle the 
fancy, but nothing that will revive the heart, 
they may bave joy, but none of (thy) joy; 
ſtrangers ſhall not intermeddle with thy joy 
there is a joy peculiar tothe Saints, others may 
have joy, but it may be taken from them, men 
may take it from them , but chow ſhale have Joy tn 
bu preſence , that 10 man ſball tahe away , fobn 
16.22. Wicked man may have joy, as they 
think in their Wine, and their Women - but an 
Allarm of War , the ſound of a Trumper at the 
Gate of their Courr, or the voice of Fire, Fire; 
as was bur Jately experienced, will pot adamp 
to all their mink and terrifie themin the midſt 
of laughter ; Oh hearken to this thou voluptu- 
ous wretch , that will ſell all and venture thy 
ſoul and all, for a lirtle pleaſure, what if (when. 
theglaſs of Wine is in thy hand) thine enemy 
ſhould ſtand at the door with a naked Sword 
1n his hand, and thqu ſhouldſt be made ſenſible 
of1t,would it not make thy countenance change, 
and thy face to gather paleneſs ; Ah, but: thou 
that art a believer needit not fear , for neither 
_ perſons nor things ſhall damp nor take thy jo 
| from 


from thee , here is great fupport for thee (if, | 
foul;-chou that arein Chriſt, thou chat artone 
for whom ay yer. nd ſhalt have all this joy, 
 andylory, and much more; and prethee do not 
take my word 'for it , but take Chriſt's own 
word for it, and with chat I will conclude this 
uſe, 7obs 17. 24. Father 1 will, thou wilt Son, 
-whac wilt thou , I will char they «/ſo whom thou 
haft-given me, be with me where [ am, to behold |! 
my ny not be with my people, and my Mi- 

niſters, which many place much of their happi- 
neſs m, I wiſh they do not Idolize them , nor 
be with my Angels above , which 1s 2 degree 
bhipher, but be with we where / am , 15 not here 
incour nt , that you ſhall be and do as 
Chriſt doth, when a Child, a Servant, or Soul- 
dicr ; ſeeth the difficulty thac fore times lyeth 
before him,and:hethinks he ſhall fink under the 
weighr of it ,- yet what new reſolutions doth ir 
-putinto him, when he ſhall hear the-Farher, Ma- 
ſer, or Captain fay : come my Children, come 
Servants, come Souldiers, though the work be 
difficult, yer ſtill remember you are with me, 
8nd:you ſhall do no worſe, nor fare no worſe 
then I'; 'why ſoul :, is this comforc co hear 
ſuch: words, on a- Croſs, what. is this then to 
tave:'fach words ona Throne, to hear Chriſt 
ſay on a Croſs, youſhall do noworſe then Tt: 
that's no ſmall comfort , but how much more; 


when Chriſt ſaith ,- you ſhall be 00 my ger 4 
I wit 
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'with me to behold my glory, time was indeed is 


may be when thou ſaweſt my Servants 'Blood- 
ſhed for. their Teſtimony of me, and brought 
before Kings and Rulers for my name ſake; ah, 
but now there is an end of that ſight with rhee, 
thou-ſhalc be wich me to behold my glory ; well 
ſoul,*tis poflible thou mayſt have troubles with- 
out, and corruptions within, yet here is comfort 


'|for thee; theſe ſhall have an end, thou that arc 


in Chriſt mayſt therefore life up thy head ; For 
thy Redemption draweth nigh, Lake 21. 28. And 
now a' word of cxhortation and I have done; 
[ have but three things eo exhorc and perſwade_ 
Saints unto, and as many to perſwade ſinners 
to, and I have done, becauſeI doubcTl am tedi- 
ous; and [ beſeech you all ro ſuffer the word of 
exhortation, which firſt ſpeaketh co rhe Saint on 
this wiſe : if it be ſo that the ſins of believers 
” paſſed over by Vertue of the Blood of 
eſus. 

Firſt, Then be exhorted and perſwaded to 
mix nothing of thy own wish Chriſt's Blood , 
men are exceeding apt to be doing themſelves ; 
Oh no ſoul, there is nothing in thee that will 
b-Ip thee , unleſs it be ro damn thee; *tris him, 
and him alone, that muſt ſave; there are men 
thar are ſprung up lately , that would be their 
own Sayiours, and yet thy will cry glory to 0- 
thers, asI heard one of them ſay nor long ſince : 

G _ glory; 


Teſus harh no vertue nor efficacy to Save , what 
confuſion and contradiction is here among 
them, that ſay other Teachers Teach contradi- 
Rions, but a little, to note the expreſſion , and 
their folly in betraying chemſe]ves : ſomerimes 
they ſay, the Blood of Jeſus was no hetter then 
that of Peter and Paul! , why what verttue had 
their blood to purchaſe a people ; *tis true, their 
prayers might avail much, and their exhortat|- 


ons might prevail much , but wherein did their | 


blood purchaſe us ? If thou ſailt it did confirm 
their Doctrine to us , that's nor purchaſing us : 
and beſides, their DoErine was ſufficiently teſti- 
fied by the Miracles they wrought ; doſt thou 
know what a purchafc is? 1s it not the obtain- 
ing of any thing , by a price of cqual value to 


what is purchaſed ? and dofſt thou think the '| 


blood of one man is of equal value , to purchaſc 
a thouſand mens fouls; and beſides this, I rake 
notice of that word (glory) to the Blood that 
parchaſcd us : wilt thou dare to aſcribe glory 
to the Creature, why, that's Idolatry, prethee 
ark the dillemma ; thou art fallen inro,if thou 
ſai:t, Chriit dyed only to confirm bis DoQtine 
I anſwer thou ſaiſt alſo, thou art purchaſed by 
blood , if thou ſailt Chriſt was not God but 
Man : I anſwer, thou faiſt glory to the _ 
that 


ory; glory, tothe Blood that purchaſalng |. 
rh _ they will tell you that the Blood of -| * 


« 


| 


«os "—_ 


_ 495) w 


| that purchaſed us; thus qut of thy own mouth 
-\ will 1. judge thee, for this I heard one of their 
| publickTeachers ſpeak on his knees in their pub- 


lick Meeting in Devon/aire Houſe , thus theſe 
filly ſouls would make us believe they are ſo per- 
fe& in their order , when indeed they are im- 
perfe& therein, I do not ſpeak this with any 
delight, no I beg the Lord would open their eyes 
and undeceive them, and faint I would fay to 
thee, what ever others do; yet /ert Chriſt be all 
in all to thee, 1 Cor. 1,30. *Tis him who of 


| God 1s made wiſdom to guide and direct thee 1n 


all thy ways ; and 't1s he that is the righteouſ- 
neſs to cloth and cover thee, all thy own righ- 
tequſneſs is ro ſhort man; and *tis he that 1s 
Senftification to cleanſe thee, and though thou art 
called upon to cleanſe thy ſelf , yer 1t 15 not by 
the might and power of thy own repentance, but 


| by my Spirit ſaid the Lord, and he is redempti. 


on to redeem thee from fin and wrath, as hath 
deen ſhewn thee ; what ever ſome may tell thee, 
aſſure thy ſelf no leſs then that blood is a price 
of yalue to lay down, and the Apoſtle ſaith, Ye 
are bought with a price,1 confeſs this looks {trange 
to humane reaſon, but remember man, and for- 
pet not,, 'tis a miſtery, Great « the miſtery, and 
Ifyou obſerve the Goſpel calls not ſo much for 
wiſdom and reaſon about this miſtery,but it calls 


for Faich, for pray you markin Eph. 3. where 
F G 2 


this 
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this Miſtery is once and again mentioned; and . 


that it had lay. hid from the degſncidgof the 
world : bat now I bow my knee fait Pazl, that 
' this Miſtery may be made known , how and in 

what way, why ſaith Pax! this way, Verſ. 17. 
T hat Chriſt may dwell in you hearts by Faith; as 
if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay : *tis true under the 
adminiſtration of the Law , our Salvation did 
depend very much on ovr own working out, 
. then *twas as ard live; but here was no miſtery 
in that, the Miſtery was hid then 1n a great mea- 
ſare , I, but now the miftery 1s to be revealed, 
and now Faith is called for , That Chrift way 
drell 1s your hearts by Faith . Alas, the way of 
' doing is r.0 miſtery at all, if I have wronged my 
| Neighbour, in any caſe, humane reaſon preſent- 
ly finds out.this way , ard ſaith I will one way 
or Other requite him ; but here 1s no Miftery to 
pay the dan age or work it out; no Salvation 
rometh not this way by working , bur by belie- 
ving; and I am perſwade many fouls do run 
themſelves into errors , becauſe they look ſo 


much at Salvation in a way that ſutes with their 


humane rcafon , and conſider not that it isjna 
milterious way that we are Saved ; but oh foul, 
what ever thou doſt, look to Chriſt , and leah 
not to thy own underſtanding ; oh man in by 
ſelfis nothing , But in him # all fulneſs, 1 Cd. 


19, Reply on him, bing nothing of thy _ 
e 


| 


| He that will be his Dv{ciple muſt deny vines 
x 


. jnothing ro do in his own Salvation, *tis true, 
jtome all ye ends of the Earth, And beyeſaved, 


'|an ſave but God himſelf; oh chen, take heed 
f bringing in any thing with Gods Salvation, 


(97) Y 


Matth, 16. 24. Thy felfcannot fave thy fe 
n0, heisevery way able to ſave thee z he needs 
not thy help, ic muſt be Chriſt, God hath laid help 
von one that is Mighty, Pſal. 89. 19. This 1s 
ſpoken of Chriſt, and ſaith Chriſt, f you are 
comely , *tis throngh my comelineſs that I have put 
vpon you , Yoult may be. think ro waſh your 
fclves and adorn your ſelves ; and make your 
ſelves beautiful and comely , no, no, *7 7s my 
comelineſs that I have pur upon you , All this he 
ſpeaks, becauſe he is very jealous of his own glo- 
ry; Oh ſaith he, 2 Glory will T not give to an- 
other, [/a. 42. 8, And ſo feremy ſaith, The way 
of man is not in himſelf , That 1s,the way of man 
to Heaven, to Glory, 15not in himſelf, but in 
Chriſt; Alas *ris not in man to aireft his ſteps, 
fer. 10..23. And therefore in all our ways we 
ſhould acknowledge him, he will have man have 


nan muſt move in the ſtrength of God ;, but he 
uſt not look to himſelf , who mult he look to 
then? he himſelf tells you, 14.45. 22. Look nn- 


no, may we not do ſomewhat our ſ{clves? no, 
w, ſaid God: why Lord? For Iam God, and 
tere 75 none elſe , Plainly intimating that none 
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. 
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(9B) 
in the-time of the Law , God commanded, that 
'men ſhould not wear a Garment ofdivers ſorts, 
as of Wollen and Linnen together, Dexr.22.11. 

An excellent word to teach us that we ſhould 
not wear the Wollen of our's (which will gall to 
the bone) with the Linnen of Chriſts own righ. 
teouſneſs; no, he would have us have nothing 
of ours for righteouſneſs, but all his for righte- 
ouſneſs, and on that do thou truſt,thovgh he kill 
thee, as 7ob ſpeaks, fob 13. 15. Yettruſt in him 
for he will ſave. by himſelf , therefore take heed 
and mix nothing with Chriſt's blood. 
Seconaly, Be perſwaded not to draw back 
from bim , if any draw back his ſb#/ will have ns 


pleaſure in him, Heb. 10.38. Ah ſoul, I know | 


not ſo well whar thou hait , as I know what! 
have, but T have (mine iniquity) and'I do fear 
ſo haſt thou, few that ever I met with , but had 
(one) beloved above all other , this is that Da- 
vid kept himſelf from P/a/.18. 23. 1khepr my ſelf 
from mine iniquity; Oh take heed thar (thine 
iniquity) do not draw thee bazk , but follow 
the Lord, and keep on his way, not only begin 
but follow on, Hef. 6. 3. Then ſhall we know 
if we follow on to-know the Lord : there is the 
mark of the prize of the high calling in Chriſt 
before, but take heed and look forward , . for if 


thou look back there is Hell behind at thy heels, |. 
?f thou draw back it will he ro perdition ; Oh, | 


hat 
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that we may never draw back, for if we do the 
fault will be ours, for God if he hath begun a 
good work will go on to perform it, or-as it 
may be read finiſh it, P41//. 1.6. Ler us then 
£0 on after Chrilt,and not draw back from him, 
ut 
= Thirdly, And laſtly to the Saints, live as it 
becometh thoſe that are called by him ; and 
make profeifion of him ; hath he loved thee 
with an everlaſting love, and therefore with l1o- 
ving kindneſs hath he drawn thee, fer. 31. 3. 
And wilt thou not anſwer his love by thy Life; _ 
Oh ſoul, wile thou not ſtand for him and own 
him in bad days: wilt thou not plead his cauſe 
againſt all enemies that plead's thy cauſe with 


\ the Father, hath God given thee a gift, oh, im- 


proveit for Chriſt ; thy Lord he hath dyed for , 
thee, and wilt not thou live to him 2 doth he 
appear before God for thee, and wilt not thou 
anpear b:fore Men for h15 Name ſake? *cis ſad 
to fee how men ſneak away and diſearrt Chriſt's : 
cauſe , under fine ſpccious pretences ; 'tis not 
prudence to do things fay they, when Author:- 
ty would not haveitſo, and ſo they have a pre- 
tence fo cover themſelves with that pretence ; 
this kind of Spirit was found in ſome of old , 1n 
Holy Ph:lpors time (faid he) ſome. perſons make 


themſelves a Clock to keep of ttie Rain, with 
pretence of obeying Magittrates, whom we 


4 ought 


ought to obey, though they be eyil and wicked, 
ac 


but faith he ſuch mult learn to give Ceſar his, 
{and God his) due, and with Peter obey the 
higher powers in the Lord, C&«. this he ſpeaks 
by reaſon of the cowardneſs of their Spirits in 
their Maiters cauſe , but oh ſoul, that I could 
preyail with thee and my own ſoul, to ſtand to 
Chriſts cauſe ; Oh, I call Heaven ard Earth to 
witneſs this day, bear witneſs all ye that ſee or 
hear of this,rthac I call upon you to plead Chriſt 
cauſed, and hold faſt his Naine, and not run a- 
way, and leave Chriſt ; oh live as thoſe that be- 
come the Goſpel in this very thing : ob, ſad *tis 
to tell, there be ſome that in this reſpeRt- have 
cauſe the very adverſary to ſpeak reproach ful- 
ly, and to blaſpheme, and as theſc are cowardly 
in Chriſts cauſe , ſo there are others very de- 
baucbed in their practices, would to God there 
were no cauſe to ſay profeſſors keep looſe com- 
pany ; many there are that keep a Club with 
- vain Fellows - I, andI am afraid many times 
drink to «xcefs, oh take ſhame to your ſelves 
who axe guilty , this is loathfom in the ſight of 
, the no Godly, andI1 tell you, you pive them 
juſt occaſion to judge you Hypocritical and rot- 
tenattbe heart : and to ſpare no rank ,, let me 
be plain witlr you , who take it upon you to be 
the Lords Watchmen, you of the Miniſtry, *tis 


fad thar you that ſhould be reproevers , ſtiould, 


fall 
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fall juſtly under reproof, or rather (forT am on . 
exhortarian now, ) you that ſhould exhort 0- 
thers ſhould need be <xhorted, and yet what 


lives do ſome of you lead, I am aſhamed to ſay 


debauched of you; Oh, inſteed of a holy ſelf 
denying life, how many of you, live an Earthly 
fleſh pleafing life ? and how are your Families 
trained up? wnſtced of the School of Chriſt , ir 
may be in a Dancing-School, or at the Muſick, 
is this a life chat becometh Profefſors? but by 
this time I think I hear ſome of you begin to ſay, 
isnot it lawful to recreate our fclvcs : I am nor 
minded here to anſwer all the cavils that the 
fleſh will raiſe , but this I'le ſaid, Paz! ſaid in- 


(deed , Al! things were lawful, that is as I con- 


ceive with reſpec to conſcience of his own , but 
nt expedient , that is with reſpe& to conſcience 
of anothers , and to my knowledge there are 
ſome hardened by your practices; Oh how fad 
Is1t to ſee Miniſters Wives, Children,and Fami- 
lies, as well as other Profeſſors come inro the 
Congrepation, and inſtced of being patterns of 
plety, are patterns of Pride, that inlleed of hav- 
ing it ſaid of them; they were Modeſt, and a- 
dorned with meekneſs and humility , in modeſt 
appare], ſhamefu] , ar might be ſaid they were 
proud, high-minded, and clad in gaudy Robes, 
like piures ſet to ſel] : butT leave you to dif- 
pute it with one that will nonpluſſe you 1n all 
your 


| | (1062) | 
yoiir diſputations , and ſilence all your objeQi- 
ons; but Saint, thou that art truly ſuch , what 
ever others do, though they Eclipſe and darken 
the Glory of God and Religion, yet do thou 
let thy "got ſo ſhine that others may ſee thy good 
' works and glorifie Goa,: Oh ſoul, have a ſhinning 
converſation, ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, Phill. 1. 27. 
Only /et yoar converſation be as becometh the Go- 
ſpe! , Artthou Chriſt's, live as one that wouldſt 
honour Chriſt, it will be an honour to Chriſtian 
profeffion, it will be a comfort ro thoſe that 
were inſtrumental in begettirg thee ro God, 
they will be able co ſtand up one day and fay, 
behold here Iam , and the Children that thou 
haſt given me, Heb. 2. 13. Oh, I call upon pro- 
fflors now to adorn Religion, when the wicked 
ſcorn it, do you adorn ir,and you that are mem- 
bers of Ghurches, I do not fay of Chriſt , for ic 
doth not appear by you : how do you honour 
Chriſt when there is no order nor government 
in your Families ? no Jutitice, no pitry, or 1i any 
bur a meer carcaſe : inſteed of having the Maſter 
inthe Family at even, when the duty of his par- 
ticular calling 15 over, he 15 1n the Coff:e-houſe, 
which may juſtly be called the Night Exchange, 
not ſo much to Traffick as to quaffe it 3 infteed 
of anexhortaiton to thy Family and Servants, 
1t may be thou fir telling, or elſe hearing a 
merry jeſt among thy Company , orat oye 
ce 
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feed of thy Bible Mm thy hands, asking th 
Children and Servants what's God , or Chriſt, 
or the Holy Ghoſt , it may be thou ſitteſt with 
Cards in thy hands, asking who deals, who 
leads the Table, or what's Trump : Sirs, rakeit 
how you will, I ſpeak not groundlefly , is this 
ro honour Chriſt , and the profeſſion of Reli- 
gion : Oh, let it not be told in Gath, nor pabliſh- 
ed in Askelon : Oh, never wrong Religion ſo 
much, as to take the name of profeſſion on you, 
and yer live ſo like fenſualliſts ur.der your pro- 
feſfion. 


Bur I leave you to the Lord,and according to 


my promiſe, ſpeak a word to Sinners, to poor 


Sinners, and what haveT to ſay to you : bur 
the Lord pitty you , I may ſay to you (now we 
have been ſpeaking of the fins of true believers 
being paſſed over, and aquitred by the Sacrifice 
of Jeſus, ) poor ſinners I may ſay to you, what 
1s this to you, +you have neither part nor lot in 
this matter, yet would I perſwade you to do 
theſe three things ; 


Firſt, Pray totheLord, ſeek to him ; but 
you will ſay , thou ſaidſt before God heareth 


not ſinners, : I anſwer *tis true, not with an car 


of acceptation, thou whoſe perſon 1s not accep- 
ted, canſt not have thy Sacrifice accepted, yet 
tis not the leſs thy duty to pray ,. becauſe thou 
| find{t 


n =" - Rn” 4 2 o &' IP - - q . » = p + = 4 
_ , L y ab. D A , —————_ p j OSS _ Y Cy s 
” . 3 es; - , y ate : -4 4 "7. XS "5 >; 
7 . py V--z V ze « 
F 2, 
45 * - %- 
* 4 
F; 
- 


neal | "Y 'C; % J - | - | 
findſt not zcceptance z if thou lyeſt in the handy 
of an inraged Enemy , thou wile not ſay 'tis in 
vain to inctreat him , before thou haſt intreared: 
' him, befare thou haſt tryed him : no, bur thou 
wilt beg the more , and the barder, by how 
much the more thou thinkeſt he is enraged, and 
wile thou not much more cry to God, who is 
more ready to hear then thou art to ask , 7onah 
3.-8. 9. Cry mightily toGed, Why will he hear 
us ? why, who can tcll , if thou canſt not pray 
in Faith, (as one ſaith) pray that chou mai 
pray in Faith, in ferem, 65. 1. He hath been 
found ſometimes of them chat ſought him nor, 
and how canſt thou tell but he may hear thee 
that pray*it to him,as well as thou canſt, pray, 
perhaps thou ſhalt have an 2nſwer of Grace, 
and a return of Peace and Pardon, this was the 
very counſel that was given by the Apoſtle to 
that wretch Simon Magus, Atts 8. 22. Elſe 
why ſhould I give it thee , if it had not founda- 
tion on the Scriptures of Truth ; but 1 haſten to 
a cloſe. 


Secondly, Break of thy,fins by repentance, 
when thou haſt gota ſight of thy ſtate, then 
break ofthy old Companions and Sins ; Sinner . 
Jer me put one. Text before thee , that after all 
that can be ſaid, to prevail with thee , yet wilt 
be merry in thy fins, and with thy old jovial 

| | coMm- 
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companions, if the joyful news of a Saviour will 
not allure thee ; yet, oh that the venggance of 
God might amaze thee , oh hear it with treni-. 
bling, fallac. 4. 1. Behold the day cometh that 
foall barn as an Oven, and all the proud', and all 
that do wickeadly, ſhall be ſtubble , and the day that 
cometh ſhall burn them up,ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; 
that it ſhall leave them neither Root nor Branch; 
Oh hearked to this Sinner, behold ir, look weft, 
and conſider it, the day cometh (and apace too) 
and that day that cometh , is a burning day, a' 
more dreadful burning then that of 7er»ſalem, 
or of London , and who can abide this burning, 
who will this burning be upon, this burning as of 
an Oven, that hath Walls to keep Men in, that 
there will be no eſcape; why in general, all je 
wicked of the Earth, bur eſpecially and particu- 
larly,all the Prod ones : Oh hearken you proud 
ones , will your pride endure the fire, will your 
Gay-gaws, your Bracelets, and your Necklaces, 
and your Round-lies like the Moon , and your 
Criſpin-pins abide the fire , I doubt your ruſh-. 
ing Silks will not abide the burning ; nay more, 
it will burn you Root and Branch,and leaſt thou 
ſhouldſt put me of and ſay : thou telleſt us ſo, 
but we will nor believe thee , I tell thee linner, 
T call not on thee to believe me , believe the 
Lord, *cis the Lord that ſaith allthis, therefore 
*is added in the end, /airh the Lord of Hoſt, Oh 
ſ1nner; 
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.thy ſelf, but *cis the Lord of Hoſt , Oh, hearken 
_ nner, God ſtandeth and ſaithit, even 
.now in the cloſe of the Old Teſtament, therefore 
be adviſed, taked notice of his words,why what 
doth he ſay 2 why,he ſaith all the wicked of the 
Earth , or. all Earthly wicked ones , ſhall be 
burned up with the Earth , and all proud ones 
ſhajl be burned, ſurely God always ſpeaks with 
amazing words to the proud, which made a 
learned.and Holy Man cry out, God loaths and 
hates all manner of wickednets, but *tis never 
daid bereftſts any fin but pride , pride is fo odi- 
Qus in Gods fight, that he not only hates it, but 
Tefiſ}; it; and this I ſay note Sinner, the Lord 
faith it , bur if thou actin thy wits, and art 
came to thy ſelf, I would hope thou art not 
paſt all hope of recovezy,and with that I'le con- 
clude. | 


Tmraly, And laſtly, Do not give up all for 
loit, hearken to him ſinner, he calls thee, he tells 
thee, He hath no delight in the acath of a Sinner, 
,he'doth not d:lighr to deſtroy thee, Ezek. 33. 
I1. *Tis true thou haſt no delight in our death, 
but art chou w:iling we ſhould Jive ? yea, he bids 
thee come, come Whocver will com: for the Water 
- of Life, heſtands (1f I may ſo fay ) even as one 
in the. latter end of a Market, and faith come 
Chap- 


'finner, 'tisnot I a poor periſhing Cr exture like 


Chapman, come now and buy of me, be ſure you - 
do not forget the onely Commodity that you 
ſhould buy : do not think it to dear (for as we 
ſay the belt is beſt cheap, ) and to urge themto _ 
buy, he uſes this argument, *cis the later end of 
the day the evening draws on , come buy now 
for I am juſt going to pack up my Wares, and 
there are none other ſuch : now come then and 
buy, or elſe thou art undone ; excuſe me in bor- 
rowing the Shop-keepers -Rhetorick: : thus in 
the cloſing up of the Book, our Lord ſeems to 
ſtand and ſay, come buy Life , nay rather then 
carry It away with him again, he ſaith come - 
take, I'le pive it you, if you will but takeit, oh | 
wonderfu] , ſhall the Pear] of Price be offered 
thee Gratis ; for thanks (as we ſay) and ſhall 
we not take it ? Oh wonderful , that the beſt 
| Commodity : Life, Righteouſneſs, Pardon , 
Peace, ſhould be at ſuch a low price, nay, at no 
price, and yer not received, and which 15 more 
thatany man ſhould have it, too; thet would 
but take it, who/oever, a word of 2 Jarge extent, 
he forbids none, but bids any, whoſoever will, 
not only the Prince in his Robes , but the Beg- 
gar 1n his Rags ſhall he welcome, not onely the 
Rictr, but rhe Poor, nor only the Noble, but the 
Ba'c, not only the Beauriful, but the D<formed, 
not only the Free, but the Band-man, not only 
| my Lord, but his Man is here invited , not the 
| Strong 


ad 


Strong nan only, but the Weak, not onely the 
Learned, but che Unlearned and Ignorant, not 
only the-Wiſe, but the Simple, and them thar 
want underſtanding , are bid to turn in hither , 
Oh how free and how full is the invitation, even 
deyond expreſſion , and yer how ſad is it, that 
Sinners ſhould put our Lord , nay, force him to 
make complaint, and ſay ye world not come to me, 
that ye might have Life , ray, you were ſo far 
from coming ro me , that you would not take 
Life of me, when 1 brought it to you, oh that 
ever ſinners ſhouid be rhus b:ſotred and be- 
witched, ler me ſay to you as Pax! to the Gal- 
latians : On fooliſh Sinners, who hath bewitched 
J0#; and to teſtihe his wilingneſs,that it is real, 
and not a complemert he doth declare in divers 
Scriptares, that he is not willing any ſhould 
periſh, that are willing to receive him, rake one 
:nſtecd of many, 2 Per. 3. 9. He # long [uffer- 
ing to us ward , not willing that any ſhould pe- 
riſh ; (no, what then, ) but chat all ſhoild come 
to repentance, oh finner whoever, or whatever 
thou art, as ever thou wouldit look God in the 
Face that made thee , or Chriſt that hath 
offered Salvation to thee , or as thou loveſt thy 
ſoul do not refuſe nor ſhighe, but accept and re- 
ceive the Salvation thar is offered. 

And remember I'le tell thee, I have written this 
10 love to thee,to perſwade thee, ard 1 cell thee 


TE 
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if I am found a lighter, ar'negleQRer of this of- 
fer, this will be a ſwifc witneſs againſt me , and 
if thou art found a Deſpirer and negleCter of this 
Chriſt , that is Sacrificed, both 1, and it, ſhall 
| be forced one day, (and that day may be very 
neer } to witneſs againſt thee 3 remember, if 
thou haſt read all of theſc Lines hitherto , and 
wilt now at laſt deſpiſe all, and caſt all off, and 
wilt reſolve to keep thy ſins, and wilt have none 
of Chriſt , thou wilt one day rue that ever 
. thou read(t thus far : Oh, »:member thou haſt 
had warning, therefore /cek the Lord while he 
| maybe faynd, he may b: found yet , Grace 1s 
offered, the Door is not ſhut : therefore to day, 
Now or Never, Man ; the Night cometh when 
no man can work , take the preſent time, 'tis a 
fad day of calamity inthe World , God and 
Mans Sword is drawn againſt us : and thou car- 
rieſt thy life in thy hand , and now my heart 
| even akes, to think whether I ſhall looſe my la- 
| bour, and thou thy God, and thy Soul ; bur be 
| Hot, oh for the Lords ſake be not {0 crucl ro thy 
felf, nor ſo unkind to Chriſt , but receive him 


,  thar offers himſelf co thee, and if thou enter= 


taineſt him , thou mayſt aſſure thy ſelf, hes a 
Sacrifice for thee, as well as for B-lievers,whom 
[ have been endeavouring to comfort here, and 
they ſhall be ſure to ſing Halellaiah for ever, 
ſaying Glory, and Bicfling, and Honour , and 

| H Praiſe 
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Praiſe to Jeſus our Paſs-over ; who is Sacrificed 
for us. 


Conſfider of what I have Written to thee, 
and the Lord by his Power perſwade thy ſoul 
to cloſe with him, 
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